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Pastor’s Page – The C.A.T. Survey-September 2025  
 
 Our congregation has been asked to participate in the Congregational Assessment Tool 
(C.A.T.) offered by the Iowa Annual Conference. You took a similar survey assessment 
six years ago, a few months before I arrived as your new pastor. The conference 
recommends churches take this survey every 5 years to give our leadership an updated 
assessment of congregational information. 
 
The following members are on a taskforce that will be working with the process over 
the next two months: Dan Carroll, Jamie Kreuger, Veronika Lang, Gail Bindewald, Jan 
Becker, Jenny Eckhardt and Pastor Jeff. This is an important survey and your voice is 
important. We hope you will choose to participate. The results will help our leaders make better decisions 
with more confidence. 

               Details about the survey: it takes about 20-25 minutes to complete 

               --it will be available from September 14 to October 5 

               --it can be completed online at a link on our church website 

               --there will be paper copies available that can be returned to the church office 

               --the survey consists of approximately 90 questions. 

               Who is invited to respond to the survey: 

               --those who care about the future of the church 

               --those invested in the life of the congregation 

               --confirmation students and older may participate. 

 

We are hoping to have around 180 responses by October 5th – will you be 
one of those responses? 

 I love being your pastor, 

Pastor Jeff Dadisman 
 

Join in- Pastor Jeff will lead this Zoom study on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm and 7:30 pm starting 
September 24. To join the study, please call the church office (563) 324– 5278 or register on the church 
website (www.stjohnsumcdav.org). The Chosen has opened the stories of Jesus to this current generation in a 
brand-new way. Maybe you’ve viewed the episodes on your own but would like to dig a little more into 
understanding the scriptures behind the series. We will view each episode and then discuss the Bible passages 

related to that segment of the story (this is an 8-week series). 
 

The 4 Habits of Joy-Filled People 

Is joy the icing on the cake of life? Or is joy the fuel which energizes life? Joy is possible even in the midst of 
life’s challenges. Some of the most joyful people have endured incredible hardship. This month we finish the 
series in which we have been exploring the role that joy plays in spiritual maturity. Ideas for this sermon 
series come from the book of this same title, The 4 Habits of Joy-Filled People, by authors; Marcus Warner 
and Chris Coursey.   

(Sept. 7)              Building a house of Joy: Habit #3—story telling 

(Sept. 14)           Building Christian Maturity 

(Sept. 21)           Building a house of Joy: Habit #4—ending toxic thoughts 

(Sept. 28)           Finding Meaning & Satisfaction 
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September 2025 St. John’s  Christian Education and Youth Programs  

Be the change and pass it on! 

For questions or ways  

you can get involved  

in our Children, Youth,  

and Family Ministries,  

Contact Megan Keller 

megank@stjohnsusumcdav.org 

Backpacks have been blessed and the 
last splashes of summer have been made, 
this must mean that it’ is time to kick-off 
the school year and fall programming.  

Sunday School begins September 7th 
and Wednesday kids and youth  pro-
grams begin September 10th.  

After a great summer, we are looking        
forward to seeing everyone together 
again! 

Enjoy some snapshots 
of the “last splashes” of 
summer... 
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Mission Report –August 2025 

Mission Offering Report 

Self Help International- $340 

Teach Beyond-Jason Otten- $1,066 

Thank you for your generous giving! 

 

Upcoming Mission Offerings  

Offering: SJUMC Scholarship Sept 6th-7th 

These scholarships embody the spirit of our church’s support 
financially and is St. John's way of saying, “We care about 
you”. The scholarship is a symbol of belief in the recipient and 
of encouragement. Having the members of the church 
underwrite the scholarship represents a collective faith we 
have in the potential of each recipient to make a difference in 
the world. The scholarship committee thanks you for helping 
fund the scholarship! 
 

Offering: Crop Walk Sept 27th and 28th 

CROP Hunger Walks are community-based walk fundraising events held in cities and towns across the United States, 
created to support the global mission of Church World Service, a faith-based organization transforming communities 
around the globe, through just and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, displacement, and disaster. After a CROP 
Hunger Walk ends, 25% of the funds raised are returned to the host community (Quad Cities) to support local hunger 
fighting efforts. 
 

The money raised through donations helps young 
families, homeless folks, the elderly, the hungry, the 
hurting, and poor neighborhoods; helps to build wells, 
rebuild farms, resettle refugees, and, above all else, 
provides hope. Thank you to all who have contributed to 
CROP Walk. Our goal is for $2,000 or more, of which a 
portion stays here locally. You can give on Sunday 
mornings in the lobby at  the table two weeks prior to the 
walk, or take the online option on our church website. 
 
To register or get more information on CROP Walk go to 
the website for more details:  
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks 
 

Come walk with St. John’s! We already have a team.  Join our team at: 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/team/st-johns-
united methodist-church2   
 

Contact Patrick Mahoney for questions at: Scimitar12@yahoo.com 
 

Mission Opportunity  

The Café on Vine Team prepares the meal here in the Fellowship 
Hall kitchen and takes it down to the Café on Vine site, but we do 
not serve the meal there. We only cook and deliver the food, so it 
only takes 1.5  hours. Preparation starts at 2 pm. If you have not 
tried it yet, you should try it. It is not only cooking but also a fellowship with church families. If you would 
like to participate, sign up on the church website under the Café on Vine mission tab or contact Jan Johnson
(hawkeyejan@mchsi.com).  
 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/team/st-johns-united%20methodist-church2
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/team/st-johns-united%20methodist-church2
mailto:Scimitar12@yahoo.com
mailto:hawkeyejan@mchsi.com
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We are back in full swing! Come join us with lots of new music! We have 
several music opportunities for YOU: 

Chancel Choir meets Thursday nights from 7:00-8:00pm. We sing every 
Sunday at 9:00. Note: this year we will be offering child care on 
Thursday for anyone who might need that. 

If you read music and would like to be a sub for handbells, let me know. We 
meet from 5:45-6:45pm every Thursday. You will definitely get to play! 
AND I am happy to give you a handbell lesson anytime during the week. 

Sing? Play piano? Guitar? Ukulele? Sunday morning Sunday School time could really use a 
new music leader from 10:00-10:15am. It can be camp songs you learned when you were 
young. (This would be a huge help, as I often have an extra rehearsal or needed conversations 
after the 9:00am service, and am always late, cutting the Sunday School lessons a bit short.) 

Please be writing down favorite hymns, and we will include those some Sundays in the 9am 
worship. We look forward to seeing you here! 

God Bless! -Mitzi                                                    Contact: mitzijoh5674@gmail.com 

Say hello….. 

We are excited to welcome 
Zachary Johnson to the St. John's 
staff as our new Contemporary 
Worship Leader! Zach started on 
August 10th leading the worship 
team at our 11am service. 

Zach holds an Associate of Arts 
from Black Hawk College and 
has 20 years of performance 
experience in the Quad Cities, 
along with a decade of teaching 
music education. His passion for 
music and ministry will be a 
wonderful addition to our church 
community.  

Join us in giving Zachary a warm 
St. John’s welcome! 

Email: contemporaryworshipleader@stjohnsumcdav.org 
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Church Updates 
 

Friendly Thrift News 
 
Donation requests: men’s clothing and children’s back to school items. Friendly Thrift has been serving the 
QC since 1970. For those that don’t know, it is staffed completely by volunteers. They are always looking for 
volunteers to help stock and cashier, please call (563) 324-2235 to volunteer or speak to Susan Bowles and or 
Karen Fordyce about opportunities. 
 

Food Pantry 

Food pantry items collected in August totaled 161 
items. Monetary donations for June was $440. The 
Pantry is still asking for cleaning supplies. Since 
school has started, snack items are always needed. 
Remember food items are to be placed in the two 
drawers labeled Food Pantry located in the Welcome 
Center. Happy Labor Day –Sharon Imming 
 

UWF  
 

UWF will be assisting Diane and Bob Rogan with 
their delicious pulled pork meal (right). Just a reminder that circles are providing the desserts for this 
meal. Diane has asked us to bring either cookies or some type of bars. You need to have them in Fellowship 
Hall between 3:00 and 4:00pm on Saturday before Jesus Country. That will be easier to pick up and take if 
they are not eating in. Hope you are all enjoying your summer. I am anxious to get back together later in 
September. See you all then.– Linda Jantz 

Brain minders is coming to St. John’s UWF October Unit meeting. The October 8th luncheon at 11:30am. 
This program is through the Pilot International. Pilot developed this program to address how our activities and 
health care can help us keep us safe. Among other issues there might be some aids to keep our brains sharp 
and improve our memories. As we get older this has become a concern for many of us. All are invited to 
attend. You need not be a member of UWF. Men are welcome too. Luncheon cost is $5. A reservation is a 
must. Call: Catherine Litwinow at 563-332-8588 for your reservation. 

 
The Christmas Bazaar 
 
There is so much exciting news for The Bazaar at St. John's. The countdown has begun…..91 days to the 
Bazaar on December 6th in Fellowship Hall from 9am to 3pm. We have expand the hours! SAVE the DATE! 
So many volunteer opportunities.... help set up, help the day of, provide cookies, help with items to sell and 
more. Children and families are invited to this event. Donate cookies, we need items for men, teen, and boys, 
we fill coffee mugs with candy, popcorn, caramels, candy canes, and trinkets. There is no end to your 
imagination we can make cute gifts by filling those mugs. Join our group, we meet on the second Tuesday of 
the month. Our next meeting is September 9th at 
5:30pm in Fellowship Hall. We will be pricing the 
items to get ready. For questions contact Jamie Kreuger  

at (563)349- 4067. 

News from The Center 
 
The Center needs your support! We hope you'll join us 
at our 2025 Fundraiser on September 20th from 6-8pm. 
You'll hear powerful stories from some of our visitors 
and learn more about the importance of The Center in 
our central Davenport community. Please RSVP. 



 

Page 8 

%U0 LQJPǴ% VPKUGF  
OGUJQFK%U EJVTEJ 

 

109 E. 14th St. | Davenport, IA 52803 
(563) 324-5278 

 

Eivsdi pȻdf ipvst< 
9AM-2PM, M-F 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
Senior Pastor 
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Megan Keller 
Director of Christian Education 
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Jenny Eckhardt 
Director of Communications 
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Mitzi Harris  
Organist/Chancel Bells Director 
mitzijoh5674@gmail.com 
 

Gail McRill 
Accompanist, Classic Worship Service 
 

Steven Ernst 
Jesus Country Worship Leader 
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com 
 

Zachary Johnson 
Contemporary Worship Leader 
contemporaryworshipleader@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Linda Kern 
Finance Manager 
finance@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Brian Jenkins 
Building Superintendent 
superintendent@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Carolyn Rancier 
Receptionist 
carolyn@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Melissa Carpenter 
Audio Visual Tech 
Mediateam@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport 

Instagram: instagram.com/stjohnsumcdav 

Twitter: @sjumcdav 

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav 
 

Xpstijq %difevmf 
Saturday at 5:30pm   

Sundays at 9am and 11am 

The following is a summary of the church’s financial 
position as of July, 2025.  The year-to-date cash receipts and 
disbursements compared to the budget are as follows: 
 
                          Actual            Budget 
                      Year-To-Date       Year-To-Date 
Cash Receipts      538,181           514,088 
Cash Disbursements   463,152           498,115 
Receipts in Excess of (Less Than) 
Disbursements        75,029             15,973 
 
 
Karen Wiemer, Treasurer 
 


