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Pastor’s Page – November 2025  
 
 A word of thanks to those who completed the C.A.T. survey in September. A total of 
117 submissions were received. C.A.T. stands for Congregational Assessment Tool. The 
end date was October 6 and on October 20th the results were shared with church 
leadership during our regular monthly meeting of Church Council. The results were 
affirming and challenging at the same time. 

The purpose of this survey was to take the pulse of the congregation and help the 
leadership find a clear direction and focus for the future. Hebrews 12:1-2 encourages us 
to focus on Jesus, to lay aside those things that trip us up, and run the race that Jesus has 
set before us. The survey results gave some comparisons between our current state and 

where we were 6 years ago when I first came.  

Overall, approximately 59% of our members are satisfied with things in the church. As we look to the future 
several priorities came to the front: (1) We are willing to make necessary changes to attract families with 
children and youth. (2) Develop and implement a strategy to reach new people and help them connect in the 
church.  

While a majority of respondents like what the church is offering, that position might be in tension with 
the fulfillment of these first two goals. New people are going to bring new ideas and it may require 
changes to attract new people. Pray for our next steps as we explore what the survey results are saying about 
St. John’s and our future together. 
 

I love being your pastor, 

Pastor Jeff Dadisman 
 

Welcome our new Building Maintenance Director, Leo Korth. You 
may have already seen him since he has been helping with the grounds 
and larger repair job for a few months. Since being hired he has 
already fixed a few things around the church! Leo and his daughter 
Natalie have also been attending services here at St. John's for a few 
months. Welcome, Leo! We are glad you are here. 
 

All Saints Day 

The first weekend of November we will celebrate the memory of those who have died in Christ during the 
past year. A hallmark of our Christian belief is that those who die as followers of Jesus enter their heavenly 
reward on the other side of death; joining that great “cloud of witnesses” written about in Hebrews 12:1-2. 

We hope you can join us for worship on the first weekend of November. All services will have a time of 
remembrance. Jesus Country worship on Saturday night will include a bagpiper. The following list of names 
will be honored in these services. If you have a person you would like to add please contact the church office 
by 3pm October 30, 2025. 

 

Nancy Bell                          Travis Blaire                       Dorothea Buck                  Laura Nealy Burks                         

Bonnie Lou Burks               Chad Burton                       Bernie Carpenter               Verna Cudmore                              

Dean Dierkson                     Dusca Fichtel                      Lisa Gord                         Michael J. Green 

Clara Haack                         Skip Hambright                  Marge Hier                        Joni  Krejchi                                                        

Violette Kucera                   Alys Jo Lawson                  Max Lihs                           Randy McIntyre                             

Alice O’Dell                        Rev. Claire O’Dell              Rev. Kenneth Royer         Mary Tindall 

Craig & Warren Tunwall    Mary Lange                         Vileta Ernst                       Linda Ringdahl 
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November 2025 St. John’s  Christian Education and Youth Programs  

Be the change and pass it on! 

Thanksgiving & Christmas are coming…                                
Here are the special activities for Kid’s & Youth.  

November 30… 

No Sunday School Learning Hour  

(Happy Thanksgiving) 

December 6th… 

Children and Family Christmas Bazaar @ 10am-2pm 

December 7th… 

Christmas Cantata @ 4pm  

December 11th… 

Family Caroling @ 5:30pm 

December 14th... 

Kid’s Nativity Musical Narrative @ 9am Worship                                                                   
(with distribution of nativity pieces at all services)  

December 17th… 

Family Christmas Dinner@ 5:30pm 

December 24th...  

Join us for Christmas Eve Worship @ 1pm, 7pm,  

& 11pm 

December 28th… 

No Sunday School  

(Merry Christmas & Happy New Year) 

***Midweek and Sunday Programs***                                    
BREAK  December 21st—January 4th 

For questions about details or  

ways you can get Involved in our   

Children, Youth, & Family  

Ministries, Contact Megan Keller  

megank@stjohnsusumcdav.org 
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Mission Report –October 2025 

Mission Offering Report 

World Communion Sunday: $160 

CROP Walk Donations: $3,269 

Thank you for your generous giving! 
 

Upcoming Mission Offerings  

Reverse  Offering for Ingathering (November 8-9th and 15-16th) 

The missions team will be handing out suggestions at the end of worship with items needed by the Food 
Pantry. Please return your food items BEFORE Thanksgiving so that we can supply fixings for holiday 
meals. 

UMC Student Day Offering (November 22-25) 

This offering helps provide for over 70 scholarships 
available to United Methodist students to further 
their education and enrich the life of the Church. 
The fund is administered by the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry. 
 

PUNCH THANKSGIVING Dinner @ First 
Baptist Church (November 27th) 

Don’t eat alone on the holiday, consider attending 
this free dinner with neighbors! 
Monetary donations are welcome to help with the 
purchase of food items we will be donating from the 
church for the meal preparation. Mark in the memo 
of your check: “Punch Thanksgiving dinner” 
 

Upcoming Mission Projects 

Loom Weaving Project 

Join the Missions team on November 9th from 2-
4pm in the Welcome Space for a work day weaving 
mats for homeless. 

The Café on Vine Team  
St. John's volunteers prepare this meal each month 
on the 2nd Sunday afternoon from 2:00-3:30pm. If you wish to volunteer, you can tell us you’re coming by 
using the link on our church website under the Café on Vine mission tab or contact Jan 
(hawkeyejan@mchsi.com).  

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:hawkeyejan@mchsi.com
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November brings more music opportunities! 

Come sing with the choir! Read music? Want to be a sub for the bell choir? 
Come get a FREE bell lesson any day, at your convenience. Let me know 
what works for you.  

Saturday morning , November 28th, there is an opportunity to join 
River Bend Bronze and ad hoc players from around the Quad Cities, to 
play Christmas Carols at North Park Mall.   

You can stop by the church and get any 2 bells of your choice. Let me know if you are 
interested. We will make sure you get music.   

Sunday, November 29th, is the First Sunday of ADVENT!  This year we will begin Advent 
with our special  Blue Christmas service at 4:00pm. We hope it will be encouragement to all 
and a quiet reminder of the special season we are beginning. (December 7th is the choir 
cantata.) Happy Thanksgiving.              

God Bless-Mitzi                                                                Contact: mitzijoh5674@gmail.com                  

Reminder: Daycare is now available during Thursday choir practice and the nursey is open Sunday mornings.  

Dear Friends and Fellow Members of St. John’s, 

The St. John’s Foundation was established to provide an opportunity for 
people to make permanent contributions to the financial support of our 
church. The Foundation receives gifts through insurance, wills, and other 
forms, which are then invested to provide income which will be available for 
funding special projects for St. John’s Church and The Center. 

The income is not to be utilized for the current operating budget. Instead, the 
income is to be utilized for building improvements, the purchase of 
equipment, one-time projects, or seed money to initiate new programs and extend fellowship and outreach.   

We invite your committee to submit your request for ways in which these funds may be utilized, while 
meeting the funding requirements noted above. You may do so by returning the Grant Request Form (s) to 
the church office and placing them in Pastor Jeff’s mailbox in the copy room office by Friday December 19th, 
2025. Please be advised that no requests will be considered after this date. 

To allow the directors of the Foundation to have adequate information to determine the merits of your 
suggested project, use only the Grant Application form for your grant request, this form can be found in the 
office at St. John’s. While attaching any additional information beneficial to explain the project or request.  
The more detail that is provided, the greater benefit and more helpful it will be to explain the request for the 
board members to review. At the discretion of the Foundation Board of Directors you may be requested to 
provide additional information through phone calls, emails, or in person. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me, or any of the Foundation Directors. 

Molly Giese, Chairperson 
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Church Updates 

 
 

Friendly Thrift News 
 

November reported needs are: kid’s clothes, men’s clothes, coats, hats and gloves. Friendly Thrift has been 
serving the QC since 1970. For those that don’t know, it is staffed completely by volunteers. They are always 
looking for volunteers to help stock and cashier, please call (563) 324-2235 to volunteer. 
 
 

Food Pantry 

The leaves are turning and cooler weather is settling in, time to 
think about hot chocolate and marshmallows. We collected 319 
items for October. Thank you to all who contributed to the food 
pantry. It is times like this that every donation helps. Cash 
donations for September were $585 for a total of $5,820 for the 
year. We will be doing the reverse offering November 8-9th and 15
-16th. Pick up a slip or two and bring the items to the church no 
later November 16. Again, THANK YOU for all your donations to 
the food pantry. Have a blessed Thanksgiving. –Sharon Imming 
 

UWF (United Women in Faith) 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped with or attended UWF annual 
meeting on October 8th. Hope you learned something about your 
brain and enjoyed your meal. If you weren't at your circle meeting 
in September, you can still contribute to World Thank Offering in 
October. Check your program books for places and times for your 
next meeting. Deborah has diapers and Dorcas has DVAP.—Linda 
Jantz   
 
(Pictured on the right are the Oct 8th meal and 
recognition pins for Jan Becker & Mike Thomas)  
 
 

Children & Family Christmas Bazaar 
 
So many things have changed over the years, but 
the great thing about the upcoming Bazaar is that 
we have kept the great things about the Children’s 
Bazaar and added a new twist to make it even 
better. We have changed the hours from 9:00 to 
12:00 to 10:00 to 2:00pm. Our focus as always is the kids, but we want children and their adults to be able to 
shop as well. Will there be cookies? Of course. Caffeine for adults? You betcha. Great prices? Of course. Will 
volunteers be wrapping the gifts? Just like they do at Von Maur. There will be people available to assist 
children and others if needed. Join us December 6, 2025, at St. John’s Fellowship Hall for the Children 
and Family Christmas Bazaar.—Jamie Krueger 
 

Discovery class is coming in November: 

If you’re new and would like to learn more about the ministries of St. John’s please reach out to the church 
office. There will be a date and time set in November that works for those who respond. There will be 3 
sessions in which you can tour The Center and the various missional opportunities that work out of that 
building, meet church staff and do a church tour. We explore spiritual gifts and look at ways to match your 
gifts with places of service. –Pastor Jeff 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

109 E. 14th St. | Davenport, IA 52803 
(563) 324-5278 

 

Church office hours: 
9AM-2PM, M-F 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
Senior Pastor 
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Megan Keller 
Director of Christian Education 
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Jenny Eckhardt 
Director of Communications 
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Mitzi Harris  
Organist/Chancel Bells Director 
mitzijoh5674@gmail.com 
 

Gail McRill 
Accompanist, Classic Worship Service 
 

Steven Ernst 
Jesus Country Worship Leader 
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com 
 

Zachary Johnson 
Contemporary Worship Leader 
contemporaryworshipleader@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Linda Kern 
Finance Manager 
finance@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Leo Korth 
Director of Building Maintenance  
superintendent@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Carolyn Rancier 
Receptionist 
carolyn@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Melissa Carpenter 
Audio Visual Tech 
Mediateam@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport 

Instagram: instagram.com/stjohnsumcdav 

Twitter: @sjumcdav 

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav 
 

Worship Schedule 
Saturday at 5:30pm   

Sundays at 9am and 11am 

The following is a summary of the church’s financial position as of 
September, 2025.  The year-to-date cash receipts and disbursements 
compared to the budget are as follows: 
         
                                              Actual             Budget 
                   Year-To-Date        Year-To-Date 
Cash Receipts          601,922           596,520 
Cash Disbursements         577,656           635,250 
Receipts in Excess of (Less Than) 
Disbursements           24,266            (38,730) 
 

End of Year 

If you are 70½ years old and have an IRA account, all or part of your 
“required minimum distribution” can be directed as a charitable contribution 
to St. John’s United Methodist Church. When your distribution goes directly 
to a charity of your choice, it does not count as taxable income and 100% of 
the withdrawal goes to the charity.  


