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A word from Pastor Jeff: All Saint’s Day
Celebrated on the first Sunday of November.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
[Hebrews 12:1-2]

This coming weekend, November 6-7, we will celebrate the
memory of those who have died in Christ during the past
year. A hallmark of our Christian belief is that those who die as followers of Jesus enter into their
heavenly reward on the other side of death; they join that great “cloud of witnesses” written
about in Hebrews 12:1-2.

For the past three weeks the sermon themes explored how growing in faith was like being on a
Journey; in worship you might have heard once or twice someone singing the chorus from Willie Nelson’s hit tune, “On the road again.” We’ve been on the road with Jesus. Just like our earthly journeys have an end, so too does our faith journey. Except, death is not the end of us. When
our time on earth ends, death is the doorway to eternity. We can know something about eternity by reading the scriptures that were revealed to us by God. Jesus taught about heaven. The
book of Revelation has glimpses of what heaven is like. The Bible has a promise: Jesus has
gone to prepare a place for us on the other side of death. Heaven is that special place—a place
of healing and wholeness—we have a glimpse of this in the Bible; just enough to give us hope
for the next life and comfort in this life. You won’t cry there, you receive a new body—free from
the aches, ailments, and pains of this life.
I hope you can join us for worship on the first weekend of November. All services will have a
time of remembrance. Jesus Country worship on Saturday night will include a bagpiper.
I love being one of your pastors,
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Be the change and pass it on!
November 2021

St. John’s Christian Education and Youth Programs

Mark Your Calendars…
The Season of Christmas is
Coming!

SJUMC Wednesdays for Kid’s & Youth
Kid’s Bible Club 4:30pm-5:30pm
with the family meal at 5:15pm.
This time includes games, Bible lesson, and
activity. Rides provided if needed. Pick ups
3p-4p and drop offs 5:45pm-6:15

December will be a great month, filled with
so much joy and excitement, but the calendar fills up quickly so we want to make sure
you have plenty of time to plan on joining
us.

“The Edge” Youth Group meets
Wednesdays from 5:30pm-7:30pm.
This time includes a meal, large group
activity, message, and small group
discussions. Rides provided if needed.
Pick ups 5:15pm-6:00pm and drop offs
7:30pm-8:30pm

November 28 Family Advent Bedtime Devotions on Facebook live begin. These live
videos will take place every Sunday in Advent. Join me live @ 7:30pm or catch the
recording whenever is convenient for you.
December 4 Angel Breakfast @9:30am.
Join us for a time of crafts, breakfast, Advent wreaths, family pictures at the Christmas tree, and a special story time.
December 11 Dress Rehearsal @9:30am for
our all ages Christmas program .
December 12 Christmas at St. John’s UMC!
@4:00 pm Church wide music program including “Let There Be Christmas” Cantata.
December 11 & 12 Nativity Set pieces distribution at all worship services this weekend. Saturday @ 5:30pm, Sunday @9am &
11am. Drive-by pick-up will be available
@12:15pm for our online worshippers.
Please let us know if you plan to come at
12:15pm and we will make sure to have
your pieces ready.

Volunteers Needed!
Do you have a heart to serve our youth of the
church? We NEED you!
Areas to serve include but are not limited to…
1. Wednesday Afterschool program Adult leader
2. Wednesday Night Family Meal
(Cook, serve, clean-up, or all three)
3. Sunday Morning Learning Areas
(Welcoming, Check-In, Teaching, Assisting,
or Subbing)
4. Sunday Morning Nursery Attendants
(This is a paid opportunity)
Please let Megan Keller, Directory of Christian Education, know if any of these areas of service sound interesting to you and she would love to discuss more details.

Join the “Youth Bell Choir”

December 21 Family Caroling @5pm-7pm
December 24 Christmas Eve Worship services @1pm Traditional, @7pm Contemporary (includes Children’s Moments), &
@10pm Traditional with Choir & Bells

Rehearsals are Thursdays at 5:00pm-5:30pm. The
Youth Bell Choir will perform at our Christmas
Program and occasionally offer special music during our Classic Worship Service.
If you are in 5th-12th grade with some musical experience, come ring with us!
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Financial Updates
Commitment Sunday will be the weekend of October 30-31, 2021
Financial Report for last month:
As of the end of September, the church’s General Operating Fund receipts exceeded disbursements for the year by about $57,000. We are very grateful for the givers who gave their full year
pledges earlier in the year which has helped us get through the lean summer and fall
months. We have also received about $17,000 for the Building Fund so far this year. Funds previously designated for building needs and larger maintenance projects had been almost completely depleted with the completion of the roof replacement on the Fellowship Hall portion of
the building. The Boiler has now been repaired and turned on just as the cold weather arrived! There was a 10-week delay in receiving parts to complete the needed repairs.
Electronic giving for the month continues to average about $7,000 per month. THANKS!
August giving online = $6,853.33
September giving online = $7,713.93
Our church website has a giving option in which you can donate from home. There is an instructional video showing how it works. For those giving online, we have also created a way you can
fill in your “Estimate of Giving” card online too. We do wish to receive an online giving card to
know if you plan to continue into the new year. Please take the time to let the leadership team
know your level of support for next year.

The St. John's Foundation is accepting grant requests for the
2022 calendar year. We invite all
St. John's Church and The Center
committees and staff members to
submit grant requests which meet
the following criteria. Grant requests will be considered for
building improvements, equipment purchases, one-time projects, or seed money to initiate
new programs. Grant request
forms are located in the Foundation mailbox in the church office and are available electronically from Norlan Hinke at norlan.hinke@gmail.com. The submission deadline for completed grant request forms is December 10, 2021. Questions may also be addressed to Norlan Hinke.
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Mission offering Report for August and September 2021.
August: Self-Help International $215, Jason Otten Teach Beyond $880.
September: Student Day $250, UMCOR $ 2,610. Crop Walk offering $265
Next Mission Offering: Reverse Offering for Thanksgiving
We will hand food item slips out after worship on November 6-7 and November 13-14 for Thanksgiving
grocery items. We will collect those items and send them to the Food Pantry at The Center. Thanks for
your generous hearts!

Thanksgiving Dinner is DINE IN + CARRY OUT @ First Baptist Church (11:00-1:00)
Advent begins – November 28 – 1st week of candle lighting
Saturday, December 4 – Angel Breakfast @ 9:30am
Friday, December 3— River Bend Bronze @6:30
Saturday, December 4 – River Bend Bronze @ 2:30
Friday, December 10 -- Cool Yule (7:00pm)

Saturday, December 11 – Christmas Dinner @ The Center
Sunday, December 12—Nativity pieces given to children in all services

1. Saturday at Jesus Country
2. Sunday morning during worship
3. Sunday @ 12:15 for online worshippers
Sunday, December 12 – Christmas Cantata @ 4:00 (livestreamed)
Sunday, December 19 – Blue Christmas worship (4:00pm)
Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve services (1 – 7 – 10)
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October was a special month for the Chancel Choir. We
were excited to finally premier a piece by Joseph Martin,
commissioned by St. John's, family and friends of Iva Muller
(mother of Mitzi Harris) in 2019. It was actually given a "world
premiere" at Carnegie Hall in February of 2020, and we
chose to sing it this month, to honor not only Iva Muller, but
all those "saints" who made such a difference in our lives.
November brings Chancel Bells to the forefront. November
7, All Saints Day, we will be dedicating our performance,
"Peace," to Kris Miller, a former bell player who passed
away this fall.
Later this month, we will be spreading the Christmas joy out
in the community, by performing at Festival of Trees; Saturday, November 20 @ 9:30 am. Please come see the trees
and hear us play our first Christmas music of the season.
Chancel Bells is also hosting the River Bend Bronze Christmas Show, in our sanctuary on Friday December 3 at 6:30
pm, and again on Saturday Dec. 4 at 2:30 pm. All are invited!
With Christmas coming, rehearsals have begun for this
year's Christmas cantata: "Let There Be Christmas." If you
would like to sing with us, rehearsals are Thursday 7-7:20
each week with an added Saturday rehearsal November 13
from 9-10.

It is with a heavy heart we are canceling the
Children’s Bazaar again this year. After
much discussion and consideration, it was
determined we would be unable to keep
the area clean enough after all the little fingers touched everything. We are praying
next year will be better. Keep saving things
for next year. Just take thing to the church
office and we will take care of them.
Circles need to check your books to see
where and when you are meeting again.
Please remember Deborah has DVAP and
Priscilla has Diapers.
Thank you again to all the volunteers for
assisting with Swing and Sway/Jazz and
Just Desserts. We felt it was really a success. The music was great and the food
really good. We are hoping to be able to
do both fundraisers next year.

We are excited that memorial money has allowed us to hire
a small wind ensemble to accompany the choir this year.
As we think about growing in our Faith and Discipleship,
please consider joining a music group or helping with children/youth music.
See you in worship!

Thank you for generous donations and varieties of food in October. We received 369 donated items.
Colder weather will soon be upon us. Hot chocolate, soup, cracker, microwave meals are just a few items that can be used. Children still need items for
lunch boxes; e.g. snacks, chips, cookies, cheese & crackers just to name a few.
Remember Food Pantry is the 3rd Sunday of each month. Monetary donations
are always accepted. Notate on your check for the Food Pantry.
Happy Thanksgiving and Blessings to all.

by Sharon Imming
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

ST. JOHN’S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

5:30PM Saturday Jesus Country in Fellowship Hall
9:00AM Sunday on WOC 1420 AM radio (previous week’s sermon)
9:00AM Sunday Classic Worship in the Sanctuary
(simulcast online on Facebook, YouTube, website)
11:00 AM Sunday Contemporary Worship in the Sanctuary
(simulcast online on Facebook, YouTube, website)

109 E. 14th Street
Davenport, Iowa 52803
Church office phone:
(563) 324-5278

Rev. Jeff Dadisman
Senior Pastor, ext. 203
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org
Rev. Jaeseong Lee
Associate Pastor, ext. 204
jaeseonglee@stjohnsumcdav.org

Steven Ernst
Director of Jesus Country
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com
Megan Keller
Director of Christian Education, ext. 201
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org
Mitzi Harris
Organist/Chancel Bells Director, ext. 214
mitzijoh@aol.com
Joel Wise
Contemporary Worship Leader
ContemporaryWorshipLeader@stjohnsumcdav.org

Lynda Notter
Communications Director, ext. 202
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org
Carolyn Rancier
Receptionist, ext. 200
carolyn@stjohnsumcdav.org
Don Sprosty
Financial Secretary, ext. 205
dons@stjohnsumcdav.org
Glenn Wilkerson
Building Superintendent, ext. 208

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org
E-mail: officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport
Twitter: @sjumcdav
YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav
Podcast: https://anchor.fm/stjohnsumcdav

BUILDING POLICY UPDATE
(May 20, 2021)

We ask that you please wear a
mask in our building unless you
are fully vaccinated.

BLOOD DRIVE (CANCELED)

Our regularly scheduled semiannual blood drive in November has been canceled.

2021 Charge Conference – November 16 @ 6:30pm
Charge Conference, the annual business meeting of the church, will be held
on Tuesday, November 16. We are meeting as a cluster with the other United
Methodist churches in Davenport. Rev. Doug Cue is our District Superintendent and will be presiding. Church Council members are asked to participate
and are voting members for this process.
Business to be covered includes:

•

Set salary for both clergy

•

Elect 2022 church officers

•

Receive annual reports

•

Vote on recommendation from the Foundation Board to amend by-laws

Christmas Worship Opportunities
December 19 A Blue Christmas service
Sunday evening at 4:00pm
December 24 Christmas Eve services—all will include carols and candle lighting
(1:00) Traditional Service
(7:00) Contemporary Service
(10:00)
Traditional
Service
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