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March 2026 Pastor’s Page : Church wide study from the life of Simon Peter 
 
  

    I am inviting the congregation to a church-wide study this 
month. The Good Friday Cantata will tell Peter’s account in song. 
We will focus on the gospel accounts that feature Peter’s journey 
of faith each sermon during this season. Several Sunday morning 
adult classes will follow this study and the pastor’s zoom classes 
will both use the DVD and book shown below. Copies of the book 
can be purchased online, but are not required to participate. 

 

   So why Peter? In nearly every episode of Jesus’ life Simon is 
somewhere nearby. Peter is the disciple who speaks up boldly and 
courageously, the one who’s mentioned by name far more in the 
gospels than any other disciple. Yet he’s also the one who gets it 
wrong, who falters, who misunderstands, who even denies Jesus. 
Simon Peter is the one who’s most like 
you and me, and like everyone else who 
seeks to follow Jesus. Simon Peter is the 
flawed, but ultimately faithful, disciple. 
 

I love being your pastor! 

Pastor Jeff Dadisman 
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St. John’s  Christian Education and Youth Programs  March 2026 

 
Be the change and pass it on! 

 

Wishing you many blessings!  

Megan Keller,  

Director of  Christian Education 
and Youth Programs.   

megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 

2026 Graduates... 

Are you graduating from High School in 
2026, intending to further your 
education, and an active member of St. 
John's UMC? 

Then now is the time to apply for a                                                
$500 St. John's  Scholarship! Ask 
Megan for an application.  

The application includes writing an 
essay and obtaining 2 letters of                                     
recommendation due in the church 
office on Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026. 

A big THANK YOU is in order for a successful soup                          
Fundraiser on Superbowl Sunday. Thank you for 
your support of our kids and youth attending camp. 
We raised just over $400 which will send 1 student 
on a full scholarship to camp. This $400 earning 
was also made possible by the individuals that 
donated soups.  

Thank you again...they were all very good!  

We do have a little ways to go since we usually 
send 15 students (some partial scholarship too).  

Our next fundraiser is on Palm Sunday as we 
continue our tradition of the  “Palm Sunday 
Campership Bake Sale.”   

Come on Palm Sunday March 29th, 2026 with a 
sweet tooth, there will be lots of sweet treats to 
choose from.  
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Mission Report –February 2026 

Mission Offering Report 

Kid’s Against Hunger (Jan offering) $570 

Human Relations $257 

Blanket Sunday $ 1,760 

Teach Beyond: Paul & Lucy Beatty $480 

Thank you for your generous giving! 

 

Upcoming Mission Offerings: 

March 1 - Kids Against Hunger 
St. John’s Mission Team has a goal of $1,600 this year. We received $570 in January leaving 
$1,030 to go. This initiative sends meals to hungry families caught in crisis all around the 
world.  Please give now and come to Change the World Sunday (June 7, 2025) to pack the 
actual meals we send out. Thank you for your generous hearts! 
 
 

March 14-15 UMCOR Sunday  
UMCOR equips local churches, annual conferences, and nonprofit organizations to be on a 
mission with their communities and to respond to those left most vulnerable during 
challenging times. UMCOR would be unable to do this work without your support. The 
UMCOR Sunday special offering equips the organization to respond quickly.  
 

Mission Highlights 
Café On Vine  

Jan & Scott Johnson had a team of youth helpers for the February 8th 
serving day. Pictured are volunteers: (L to R) Emily McKittrick-
Clingman, Jamie McKittrick, Kayla McKittrick, Megan Keller, 
Ta’layah Mason, Kelsey King, and Scott Johnson. (St. John’s prepares 
meals on the second Sunday of each month, from 2pm to 4pm. If you 
wish to help in coming months you can sign up on the church website)  

Loom Project 

On March 7th, the mission committee and volunteers (15) came 
together to work on sleeping mats for the unhoused. 
Check back for upcoming dates this project will be 
continued. Special thank you to the group QC Girls 
Who Walk. Our members are not featured: Susan 
Bowles, Jenn, Elliott, & Maggie Luckenback, Karen 
Wiemer, and Kelsey King. 

Midwest Mission Summer Mission Trip 
 

If you are interested in serving together, on this trip and 
would like more information. Contact the church office 
(563) 324-5278 or contact Norlan Hinke at (563) 219-
5020.  
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 ~ċƖĦőШċũƖĲċĬǃг So many opportunities for you to "offer-it-up" during Lent. 

We would like you to join the choir....just for Lent. (for starters ь 

Come for a little while on Thursdays (6:50-7:15) to learn the music and then sing with 
us on Good Friday (April 3). The cantata is "You Are Christ" by Lloyd Larson and 
you can find it on YouTube to get extra practice. Stop in the choir room and grab a 
book off the table. We would love to have you! Jeff has invited Ron Carlson, a previous 
pastor here, to be "Peter" for the cantata.  

ANOTHER opportunity: If you have always thought it would be fun to play 
handbells, we would like to have a handbell workshop led by several of the current Chancel Bell players on 
a Saturday morning. Let me know if you are interested and we will find a Saturday that works for you. The 
only helpful prerequisite is that you can read music: bass clef OR treble clef.  

Sunday morning, during Sunday School time, also offers an opportunity for you to teach the children your 
old camp songs you remember, or play music games with them...just 15 minutes of your morning and they 

would love it!! Once or twice a month, even, if you can not do it each Sunday. Please join us! ìĲШŰĲĲĬШǃŸƨг 

God Bless-Mitzi                                                                              Contact: mitzijoh5674@gmail.com  

Note: Daycare is available for Thursday night choir practice and on Sunday mornings. 

 

Dear Friends at St. John’s UMC, 
 
The St. John’s Foundation was established to provide opportunities for people to make permanent gifts for 
the financial support of our church. The Foundation receives gifts through memorials, insurance, wills, 
birthday contributions and other forms of charitable giving that are invested to provide income which is then 
available for funding special projects for St. John’s Church and The Center. 
 
The Foundation received multiple grant requests this past December totaling more than $76,000 and awarded 
the following on January 27th, 2026: 
 
Tender Loving Care $450.00 
Trustees Committee Parsonage Generac $6707.79 
Trustees Committee Bell Practice Room Flooring $4031.80 
Parish House Rejuvenation and Bridal Room $10,556.00 
Center Square Project #1 Signage and Security Cameras   $16,000.00 
The Center Square Project #2 Alley Resurfacing $28,000.00 
Office Staff: High Capacity Office Paper Folder $5611.01 
Office Staff: New Camera for Media Publicity $1872.45 
Eagle Scout Project, Elliot Luckenbach $3500.00 
 
Thank you to everyone for your continued support of the St. John’s Foundation and thank you to the 
committee members of this group for your time and efforts in support of our church.  Blessings to all as we 
venture through 2026. 
 
Molly Giese, Committee Chairperson 
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Church Updates 

 

Friendly Thrift News 

 
We have received a request for donations n  the following areas; men's jeans, men's shoes (particularly sizes 
12 and up) and small household decorative items. If you come across these items while spring cleaning they 
would go to a good cause as Friendly Thrift gave out over 1500 vouchers in 2025. If you are looking for an 
opportunity to serve they are always needing helpers as the thrift store is an all volunteer staff. They are open 
every day (except Sun, Tues) from 9am-12pm. 
 
 

UWF (United Women in Faith) 
 

It’s back! Mark your calendars for April 26th at 
3pm. We are having the Spring Fling with the 
Celebration Band in Fellowship Hall. Come and 
enjoy the music, hors devores, and deserts! Tickets 
will be on sale in the Welcome Space Sunday, April 
12th and Sunday, April 19th for $15 or you can also 
buy them at the door. We hope to see you there. 

They was no UWF board meeting this month. Please 
speak to your circle leaders for more information 
and meeting locations. 

 

Children & Family Christmas Bazaar Committee 

Yes, Christmas is over. Yes, we are just starting Lent. 
BUT..... plans are being made for the Children and 
Family Christmas Bazaar. Calling all the young and 
not so young at heart. Watch for upcoming 
announcements as to how you can serve. All ideas 
are valuable, tell us your vision for the 2026 Bazaar. 
Contact Megan at the Church or Jamie Kreuger at 
(563) 349 4067. 
 

Threads of Love 

Volunteers needed– any helpers who would like to 
knit, crochet or sew prayer shawls we could use your help. Please contact Mary Masterson at (563) 320-1499. 
The last year and a half the church has partnered with Friends to the Elderly to distribute these to those in need 
of comfort. 
 

St. John’s History Committee 

Own a piece of St. John’s History! Coming soon! 
Watch for a help yourself table on Sunday 
mornings. All sorts of duplicated St. John’s items 
will be available to take home. This will free up 
space in the history room. Everything will be free 
to church members. 

Also, we are looking to expand our committee 
(see right slide), we would love for your to join 
us. Questions? Contact Mike Thomas at 
momandmen@gmail.com 
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ST. JOHNǴS UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Church office hours: 
9AM-2PM, M-F 
(563) 324-5278 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
Senior Pastor 
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Megan Keller 
Director of Christian Education 
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Jenny Eckhardt 
Director of Communications 
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Mitzi Harris  
Organist/Chancel Bells Director 
mitzijoh5674@gmail.com 
 

Gail McRill 
Accompanist, Classic Worship Service 
 

Steven Ernst 
Jesus Country Worship Leader 
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com 
 

Zachary Johnson 
Contemporary Worship Leader 
contemporaryworshipleader@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Linda Kern 
Finance Manager 
finance@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Leo Korth 
Director of Building Maintenance  
superintendent@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Keegan Walker 
Office Assistant 
officeassistant@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Emily McKittrick-Clingman 
Office Assistant/ Student Ministry Assistant 
studentministries@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Melissa Carpenter 
Audio Visual Tech 
Mediateam@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport 

Instagram: instagram.com/stjohnsumcdav 

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav 

 

Worship Schedule  
Saturday at 5:30pm , Sundays at 9am and 
11am, Sundays at 9:00 on WOC 1420am 

 

The following is a summary of the church’s financial 
position as of January 31, 2026. The year-to-date cash 
receipts and disbursements compared to the budget are as 
follows: 

      Actual    Budget 

                              Year-To-Date        Year-To-Date 

Cash Receipts    79,175     95,169          

Cash Disbursements    74,925      77,759 

Receipts in Excess of (Less Than) Disbursements  
                                    4,250       17,410 

Karen Wiener, Treasurer 

 


