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Reflections from nature…How do ducks
keep from frozen feet?
I have a daily devotional book that includes interesting facts from creation. I am always amazed to read
about the way certain animals are equipped to deal
with the extreme temperatures experienced in winter climates. I was hooked with the opening sentence: How can ducks spend the whole day on an
icy pond and not get frostbite? Have you ever
wondered about that? I really hadn’t either until today.
It seems that birds in general are never bothered by cold feet. If we were to run outside when
the temperature was 10 degrees, we would have frostbitten toes. So how do birds make it without socks? God has designed bird feet with a unique circulation system that keeps their feet
warm in cold weather. Birds have a network of arteries down to their feet. Interwoven within
these arteries are the returning veins. The bird’s hot arterial blood (at 106 degrees) intertwines
with its cool, returning vein blood. As a result, bird feet have a constant pool of warm blood protecting them from becoming dangerously cold, and at the same time blood going up their legs
is pre-heated before flowing into the main part of the body. God is His wisdom designed the bird
to survive the cold of winter. If you see a chickadee at your winter bird feeder, give thanks that
God solved the problem of cold feet for them.
Paraphrase of Matthew 6:26 “Look at the birds…they don’t worry about each day’s needs…if God
can care for them, how much more will God care for you?” Why worry about the daily
things? You are much more valuable to God than the sparrow.

I love being one of your pastors,

Pastor Jeff Dadisman
Lenten Sermon Series
“That You Might Have LIFE in His Name”
The gospel of John is the most deeply spiritual of the four gospels. He includes
some of the most loved verses in all the Bible: “The Word became flesh…”, “For God
so loved the world…”, “You who are without sin cast the first stone…”, “I am the resurrection and the life…”, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” His writing is filled with
rich images and profound truths to help us understand who Jesus is, but John notes
that his aim in writing the gospel is that his readers will not only believe in Jesus
Christ, but that they “might have life in his name.”
We invite you to worship each week as we explore the major themes of the gospel
and invite you to read the gospel of John for yourself.
March 6
I AM Sayings of Jesus
John 8:56-58, Exodus 3:13-14
March 13 The New Birth: Nicodemus
John 3:1-17
March 20 Jesus is the Vine, We are the Branches
John 15:8-17
March 27 The Miracles of Jesus—Blind Man Healed John 9:1-12
April 3
Jesus Arrested, Tried, and Crucified
John 19:6-20
April 10
(Palm Sunday) What is Eternal Life?
John 20:1-18
April 17
(Easter Morning) He is Risen!
(Jesus reverses the curse)

Page 2

Ash Wednesday
March 2, 2022
6:30 PM Worship

Be the change and pass it on!
March 2022

St. John’s Christian Education and Youth Programs
SJUMC Wednesdays
Kid’s Bible Club
4:30pm-5:30pm
with the family
meal at 5:15pm.
This time includes
games, Bible lesson, and activity. Rides provided if needed. Pick ups 3p-4p
and drop offs 5:45pm-6:15
“The Edge”
Youth Group
meets
Wednesdays
from 5:30pm7:30pm. This time includes a
meal, large group activity,
message, and small group discussions. Rides provided if
needed.

2022 Graduating Seniors—St. John’s UMC Scholarship
A note from St. John’s UMC Scholarship Team: If you are a graduating senior,
active member of St. John’s UMC, have reached out to other youth in the
church in some way, have done some kind of service in the community and are
enrolling in some form of higher education after high school graduation, you
can be considered for one of two $500 scholarships. The scholarship application is due on Sunday, April 3rd, 2022. The application is to include a 250-500
word essay on how St. john’s UMC has helped you develop a belief in God and
how that belief will help you going forth in life. It may also include what suggestions you have for making the church more relevant to youth. Two letters of
recommendation are also to be included with the application. Check with Megan Keller on obtaining the application.
For questions about details or ways
you can get involved in our Children,
Youth, and Family Ministries,
Contact Megan Keller, Director of
Christian Education & Youth Programs
megank@stjohnsusumcdav.org

THANK YOU to all of those who have helped with updating our
children and youth ministry spaces. Whether it was through
time, energy, finances, or prayer, you are so appreciated! Included in this newsletter are before, during, and after pictures
for you to enjoy, however it’s even better in person so come on
down and check it out.

Palm Sunday Bake Sale - April 10th

Palm Sunday is coming right up
and so are summer camps. If you
would like to help our students experience summer camps, please
consider participating in our bake
sale held on Palm Sunday morning.
You can participate by purchasing
the goods or donating the baked
items to be able to purchase. Thank
you in advance for helping provide
these experiences our students will
be talking about for years to come.

Calling all Prayer Warriors...
Let’s face it, we all need prayer. As the body of Christ, we are called to lift each other up and in my experience, prayer is one of the most powerful ways we can do that. I say this because I would like to ask
you to pray for our students. There are so many influences in schools causing pain, confusion, chaos,
depression, anxiety, and the list could go on. Many of our students are hurting and they need someone
to believe in them, to hold them up when the world is trying to knock them down.
So here is what I would like to propose…
For anyone who is interested, I am going to assign you to one student to pray for them daily through the
season of Lent (March 2nd-April 17th). The information you will receive will only be their first names so
we can keep this as safe as possible. Ultimately, this is about how God works in their lives and it can be
as simple as that. I will tell the students that I have an individual praying for them specifically by name
but that is all their prayer partner knows. If they want to share specific prayer requests, I will pass them
on but only if they are comfortable with me sharing that request.
So what do you say? Are you ready to see God move in our students’ lives through the power of prayer?
Please email me at megank@stjohnsumcdav.org if you would like to participate.
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THANK YOU to all of those who have helped with updating our
children and youth ministry spaces. Whether it was through
time, energy, finances, or prayer, you are so appreciated!
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PASTOR JEFF ON VACATION MARCH 7-15

PASTOR JAE ON VACATION MARCH 14-21
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Mission Offering Report for:
December 2021
Lit Lit Program $168
UMCOR $ 6,150
Kids Against hunger $50
Manna For Missions $150

2021 Christmas Missions Offering

The Center Neighborhood Assistance $2,600
Clean Water Kenya $2,600
January 2022
Human Relations $162
Kids Against Hunger $530

Upcoming Mission Offerings
March 5-6 Heifer International
At Heifer International, we invest in farmers and business owners around the world because we know that
having a secure source of income can be truly transformational for families and their communities. We
work with communities in 21 countries around the
world as they strengthen local economies and build
secure livelihoods that guarantee a living income to
local farmers.
March 19-20 UMCOR Sunday
UMCOR equips local churches, annual conferences,
and nonprofit organizations to be in mission with their
communities and to respond to those left most vulnerable during challenging times. UMCOR responds to
U.S. and international disasters, addresses diseases
and poverty, assists refugees and immigrants, provides clean water, and works to reduce hunger.
UMCOR would be unable to do this work without your
support. The UMCOR Sunday special offering equips
the organization to respond quickly to disasters.

Thanks for your donations
for Winter Kits!
On February 7, St. John’s Mission Team
gathered at Don and Michelle Buser’s
house to pack the Winter Kits items. The
Team made 40 packages of winter kits for
homeless people and had good fellowship
time. This project would not have been
possible without your donations and support.
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Financial Update
by Karen Weimer, Church Treasurer

We have closed the books for 2021 and here are the results: we ended the year with cash receipts exceeding disbursements by about $83,000. This is primarily due to the SBA loan of $72,000 being forgiven and we
could then recognize that amount as revenue. Now we head into 2022. The budget is based on pledges from
all of you who have committed to support the church’s many programs and our best estimate of expenses
that will be incurred. The expense that has the most uncertainty this year is fuel; the power company has said
the cost of fuel has gone up about 300%. While pledges were up 4% over the prior year, the 2022 budget has
a deficit of about $47,882. We have confidence that as we go through the year, we can overcome this deficit.
A new year brings new hope for a better and more normal year. January 2022 has started the year well with
cash receipts being greater than disbursements by $51,000 thanks to many people giving all or a large portion of their 2022 pledges in January.
The St. John’s Foundation received 21 grant requests totaling $55,939 for 2022. Each grant request qualified
per guidelines while providing benefit to the people and for the purposes requested. The Foundation approved the 21 grant requests as the returns on investments provided adequate funding to do so. The grant
requests were awarded as follows:
Youth Seating

$990

Activity Room

678

Thermostat

400

Family Care Room

644

Balcony Projector

5,439

Choir Microphones

3,758

TVs in Fellowship Hall

6,347

In-Ear Monitor Equipment

1,898

Worship Broadcast Equipment

1,326

Telephone System Upgrade

5,000

Pro-Presenter (worship software)

399

Cabinet Heater

6,200

(2) Air Filtration Systems for the Church

2,354

Brick Planters for The Center

1,200

Gutters for Avalon Parsonage

6,555

Privacy Fence for Avalon Parsonage

2,500

Bay Window Copper Replacement Fairhaven Parsonage

2,800

Tree Removal Fairhaven Parsonage

3,000

Tender Loving Care Committee

450

(2) Air Filtration Systems for The Center

2,354

Right Now Media (Annual subscription)

1,648

Total Grants

$55,939

In addition, an investment dedicated to help with financial needs in our congregation made a distribution of
$1,690 in January to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. St. John’s is fortunate to have had the foresight to establish the Foundation. Any annual gifts or estate gifts are very appreciated and provide considerate value for ongoing church programs and activities.
Thank you,
Molly Giese, St, John’s Foundation
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Lent is always a reflective, contemplative time in the
church year. We begin on March 2, with Ash Wednesday. Bells and Choir will be leading music at this special
service.
As we all "offer" something extra of ourselves this season, think about music. Often, music can be a key element to spiritual awareness and growth. It is a perfect
time to step in and give us a try.
Singers, players, leaders, and followers, participants,
encouragers and listeners: All are needed! The choir will
be doing a cantata on Good Friday, April 15. Think about
how you can participate. The choir will rehearse parts of
the cantata, each Thursday in March from 7:00-7:20.
Just come when you can.
A quintet of special musicians will accompany the choir,
including our very own Jill Tindall on violin.
Thank you everyone, for your continued support in all
that we do.

Mitzi Harris
ADULT FELLOWSHIP UPDATE
The first Wednesday of the months of March
through December has traditionally been a
time for Adult Fellowship. It started as a retired men’s group meeting for fellowship, a
meal and a program. Eventually, retired women were added and a committee provided the
main dish and others brought side dishes. After the meal, a business meeting was conducted, devotions and an informative program
were offered. About two years before the pandemic, Adult Fellowship members decided to
only have dessert and no meal. Adult Fellowship has always been known for its inspirational and informative programs. However, as it
came time to meet again, the officers felt it
was time to dissolve this meeting. The money
that was left in the treasury for Adult Fellowship has been reallocated to the children and
youth programs. Thank you to all who helped
to make it a welcoming group.

We’re baaaack! On April 22, Ray and Scott Wierson will
be presenting Jazz & Just Desserts, so mark your calendars! More details will be shared next month. We
will also have a soup supper with a free-will offering
benefiting W.I.S.H. Ministries (Women In Spiritual Hope)
prior to the show.
CIRCLES: Check your calendars for times of your Circle meetings. Dorcas has DVAP and Deborah has diapers.
I want to thank everyone for the prayers, cards and food
during my recovery from surgery in December. It was
appreciated and a blessing. ~ Linda Jantz

We are starting the year
off on a good note. February donations to the Food
Pantry were 188 items.
January monetary donations were $670.
As I mentioned in the February newsletter and as
by Sharon Imming
you all are aware, food
prices are rising leaps and bounds. HyVee has
been doing week long coupons, super coupons
and a day by day special. I have been taking advantage of the ones I can use. Have you? Watch
for those weekly coupons not just for yourself but
for the Food Pantry.
Food Pantry Sunday is March 20. Lets fill those
baskets.

Happy St. Patrick's Day!
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
109 E. 14th Street
Davenport, Iowa 52803
Church office hours:
9AM-2PM, M-F
Church office phone:
(563) 324-5278
Rev. Jeff Dadisman
Senior Pastor
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org

Rev. Jaeseong Lee
Associate Pastor
jaeseonglee@stjohnsumcdav.org
Steven Ernst
Director of Jesus Country
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com
Megan Keller
Director of Christian Education
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org
Mitzi Harris
Organist/Chancel Bells Director
mitzijoh@aol.com

Joel Wise
Contemporary Worship Leader

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
5:30PM Saturday Jesus Country in Fellowship Hall
9:00AM Sunday on WOC 1420 AM radio
(previous week’s sermon)
9:00AM Sunday Classic Worship in the Sanctuary
(simulcast online on Facebook, YouTube, website)
11:00 AM Sunday Contemporary Worship in the Sanctuary
(simulcast online on Facebook, YouTube, website)

LENTEN STUDY OPPORTUNITY
Wednesdays (online) at 1:00 and 7:30 PM beginning March 2

The Easter Experience
by Kyle Idleman

The Easter Experience brings the
passion, and resurrection of Jesus
to life through dramatic storytelling and challenging teaching
done in a highly cinematic style.
In this group you will have an opportunity to grow spiritually,
bonding with each other as well
as with the eternal message of
Easter. You can sign up on the
online attendance page on the church website, email one of
the pastors, or call the church office.

ContemporaryWorshipLeader@stjohnsumcdav.org

Lynda Notter
Communications Director
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org
Carolyn Rancier
Receptionist
carolyn@stjohnsumcdav.org
Don Sprosty
Financial Secretary
dons@stjohnsumcdav.org
Glenn Wilkerson
Building Superintendent
On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org
E-mail: officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport
Twitter: @sjumcdav
YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav
Podcast: https://anchor.fm/stjohnsumcdav

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS:
Tuesday, March 22 @ 6:30 in Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, March 23 @ 10:30 in Fellowship Hall
Anyone who is interested in this presentation can come at either of these times. Information will be shared about items of
concern for St. John’s United Methodist Church: including the
following…
1. Church goals for 2022
2. The status of our financial budget for 2022 (copies will be
available)
3. A summary statement of the “protocol for amicable separation” coming to General Conference, the Iowa Cabinet’s
pathway for becoming a more inclusive church in relation
to LGTBQ+ persons, and a discussion of decisions coming
to each local church after General Conference meets.
This will be a time when pastors and leaders will try to respond
to your questions in an open and forthright manner.
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