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We have seen his
star in the East,
and we have come to
worship the Lord.
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Pastor’s Page — January 2026— take a chance to go Christmas Caroling!

About 16% of Americans say they go caroling, according to a 2013 survey by Pew Research
Center. Last week I had a chance to go with some of our choir members caroling at Ridgecrest

~ village while the other half of the choir went to The Fountains to sing for a number of our church
~ members who reside there. This age-old tradition has many things to commend for it. We enjoyed
~ seeing the joy on the faces of those to whom we sang. Some seemed lonely and welcomed the

L visit, others joined in with us singing from memory.

One of the aspects that I appreciate is that almost every carol tells the whole Christmas story. If
you sing all the verses you go through the angel announcements, Mary & Joseph traveling, the
manger, shepherds and wisemen. The carols of Christmas tell the story of God’s gift to the world.
As we sing, the words are imprinted on our minds, both young and old. This is one way Christian theology has been
taught to our children and passed from generation to generation.

There was a season in which my family struggled to find Christmas engaging; it was the years when we had 4 teenagers
at home. So one year I decided we would go caroling on Christmas morning BEFORE they got to open presents. |
invited church members to come along and about 12 other people joined in with the challenge. We went to the local
hospital, the police station, and several nursing homes. We sang for those who had to work the holiday and gave a gift
of donuts to the emergency personnel who would be handling calls on Christmas. It was fun to surprise those we found.
It added a whole new level of meaning to our family celebration. We did this for several years until all of them left
home.

History of caroling: In the United States, it was Lutheran and Methodist congregations, especially, who made carols
popular both in worship and in the culture at large. By the end of the Civil War, caroling had become a way for many
denominations to evangehze beyond their four church walls. ——

Caroling groups brought joy to the sick and the homebound with .
their musical visits. |

These days caroling groups have been replaced in many areas by
recorded Christmas music. Yet the sight of a group of carolers at
the shopping mall or in the neighborhood still brings the season
to life and is a reminder of the true meaning of our celebration.

I love being your pastor!
Pastor Jeff Dadisman

We would like to take a moment to thank Carolyn Rancier for her years for dedicated service (2019-2025) in the St.
John’s office as Receptionist. Carolyn’s warm personality and sparkle is sure to make anyone's day and she will be
missed as the face of the office.

We hope she
spends her time
creating many
sewing projects
and gardening to
her hearts delight.

KEEGAN &

EMILY

Please also
welcome Keegan
and Emily to the
office. Keegan will
work Tuesday and ==
Thursday. Emily
will fill in on
Fridays and other
days to cover staff
time off.

Office
Assistants
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SPAR[% Be the change and pass it on!

St. John’s Christian Education and Youth Programs

January 2025

Children and Youth Share Christmas!

On December 14th, 2025 our St. John's Kids
and Youth bravely shared Christmas during
our 9am worship service through music and
readings. It was both inspirational and
absolutely precious.

Great job to all!

A big THANKYOU is in order for all
who made the month of December
one to remember. It takes a village
and this church makes a great
community of believers to represent
the village. Everyone's hard work, time
spent, financial support, and prayers
given, do not go unnoticed.

We love our church!

Winter Weather Policy

Please note we follow the Davenport
Schools weather closure decisions. If there is
to be a program or meeting and the schools
are closed due to weather, we also have to
cancel.

We will send a text or phone call
communication but if you see that the
schools are closed, we most likely are too.

Feel free to call or text if you are unsure, and
as always please use your own discretion if
it is safe to travel..your safety comes first!

Programs resume from Winter Break
the week of Jan 4th.

| Wishing you warm blessings and
lots of love this winter season!

Megan Keller, Director of Christian
Education and Youth Programs.

2026 Graduates...

Are you graduating from High School in 2026,
intending to further your education, and an
active member of St. John's UMC? Then now
is the time to apply for a $500 St. John's
Scholarship!

Ask Megan for an application. The application
which includes writing an essay and obtaining
2 letters of recommendation is due in the
church office on Palm Sunday, March 29.
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January 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
New Years Day- Communion
Office Closed Human Relations
Special Offering
5:30pm Jesus
Country Worship
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
COMMUNION 9:00am Bob's Men's |5:45pm Bell choir 5:30pm Jesus
Human Relations Bible Study rehearsal Country Worship
Special Offering 12:30pm Removal of | 7:00pm Chancel
Learning Hour Christmas Choir rehearsal
9:00am Classic decorations
Worship 5:30pm Kids Club
11:00am and Youth Group
Contemporary 6:30pm Jange Lange
Worship Bible study
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
Learning Hour 6:00pm Missions 6:30pm Davenport  [9:00am Bob's Men's |5:45pm Bell choir Fogelman Mission
9:00am Classic Meeting Horticulture Bible Study rehearsal Moment
Worship 7:00pm SPPRC Board 10:00am UWF Board|7:00pm Chancel Kids Against
11:00am Meeting Choir rehearsal Hunger special
Contemporary 5:30pm Kids Club offering
Worship and Youth Group 4:30pm Girl Scout
6:30pm Jange Lange Meetings
Bible study 5:30pm Jesus
Country Worship
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Fogelman Missions |1:00pm Blessing 1:30pm Deborah 9:00am Bob's Men's |5:45pm Bell choir 5:30pm Jesus
Moment Box Circle Bible Study rehearsal Country Worship
Food Pantry 6:30pm Dorcas 12:00pm Priscilla 7:00pm Chancel
Kids Against Circle Circle Choir rehearsal
Hunger special 5:30pm Kids Club
offering and Youth Group
Learning Hour 6:30pm Jange Lange
9:00am Classic Bible study
Worship
11:00am
Contemporary
Worship
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Learning Hour 5:00pm Trustee 2:00pm Joanna 9:00am Bob's Men's |5:45pm Bell choir 4:30pm Girl Scout
Undie Sunday Meeting Circle Bible Study rehearsal Meetings
9:00am Classic 6:30pm Steering 5:30pm The Center [5:30pm Kids Club  [7:00pm Chancel 5:30pm Jesus
Worship Committee Board and Youth Group | Choir rehearsal Country Worship
11:00am 7:30pm Church 5:30pm Foundation |6:30pm Jange Lange
Contemporary Council Meeting | Committee Bible study
Worship
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Mission Report —December 2025

Mission Offering Report

United Methodist Student Day offering: $80
Heifer project: $190

Pastor’s Emergency fund: $460

Thanks for your generous giving!

Chrlstmas Offermg -

- Our Christmas offering this year will be split 50/50 between:

Upcoming Mission Offerings

Christmas (December 24) ; The Center: Offering housing and utilities assistance to families in
. . ! X the local neighborhood

This will be split 50/50 between Clean Water wells Z : :

. d The Center’s helpine fund to i i Clean Water Wells in Ke_nya. Lac!( of clean water is one of the

n Ken_ya ands LRI CNICESICIPINZIUNIORSIve greatest causes of poverty in the region. A new well provides water

financial assistance for nelghborhood families that is free of cholera, dysentery, typhoid or parasites. Clean water

needing help this winter. changes everything!

Human Relations Day (January 3-4)
Human Relations Day is one of six churchwide
Special Sundays designated to support ministries
and causes important to the entire United Methodist
Church. This day invites congregations to
strengthen communities, especially those facing
poverty, injustice, or lack of opportunity.

Kids Against Hunger (January 17-18)
Funds raised will be used to set up for the rice bag
meal assembly on Change the World Sunday in
June. Our goal is $1600 this year.

Undie Sunday January 25-26)
A collection will be held gathering men’s and women’s underwear to benefit Family Resources. This is a
much needed item. Collection will be in the drawer in the Welcome Space.

The United Methodist Church celebrates Human Relations Day to
further the development of better human relations by involving
congregations in community and youth outreach through Community
Developers Programs, United Methodist Voluntary Services Programs,
and Youth Offender Rehabilitation Programs.

¢ Human Relations Day RINDonoy Offering Jan 3rd-4th

Your gifts on Human Relations Day helps train over 125,000 volunteers

Mission Events:

January 17-18th Missionary Visit

Lynn & Sharon Fogleman will be sharing in worship this
weekend. They are coming to the end of their missionary service
and want to express their appreciation for the many years of
support St. John’s has given to them.

January 19th Blessing Box Drive

Sponsored by P.U.N.C.H. and Friends of MLK and partnering
with KWQC TV6 we will be collecting for the blessing box this
month (in the Welcome Space). Volunteers would be needed at
the TV6 station from 1-3pm during the drive. If you would like to
volunteer please call the church office or email
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org.
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January is a great time to start something new!

Ideas: Join a choir.

Interested in Bells and read music? Chancel Bells appreciates
subs; OR we could start a whole new day-time bell choir;
help with children or youth music on Sunday mornings.

Play an instrument? Join the low brass+ group.

If you have any other music ideas, please share with me, or
anyone you see in the music groups.

So many opportunities! We would love to
have you join us.

-Mitzi1 Harris

Note: Daycare is now
offered during Thursday
choir practice.

Wanna sing?

Community Hymn Sing
Sunday, January 4
at 5 PM

Asbury United Methodist Church
Al]l are welcome.
Instrumentalists meet at 2:15 PM
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Church Updates

Friendly Thrift News
Items that can help out Friendly Thrift this month would be men’s shoes, jeans, sweatshirts and any other
warm clothing or blankets. Their hours are 9-2 everyday except Sunday and Tuesday. They are staffed
completely by volunteers and are always looking for volunteers to receive, sort and sell merchandise. To learn
more about volunteering call (563) 324-2235 or follow
them on Facebook for deals.

as Canned Goods Tree
Food Pantry

Help us fill out our canned
goods tree! We are collecting
canned food this month to be
donated to the Food Pantry!
Bring a can (or two, or three)
and leave them in the tree of
crates by the elevator.
Blessings!

The canned food tree is still going in the welcome space
until the 28th. We appreciate your support this Christmas
season. -Sharon Imming

UWEF (United Women in Faith)

Welcome to the New Year! Check you calendars for
where your circle meeting is this month. The last Sunday
in January will be Undie Sunday. The support for this
collection went so well last year. Family Resources was
so grateful to receive our collection. We hope to have
another wonderful Sunday of St. John’s support for this
highly requested item.

. . . Undie Sunday o
Children & Family Christmas Bazaar January 25-26th == Women

in Faith
Another Children and Family Christmas Bazaar is in the
books. Children and families were able to shop for their
loved ones, with 106 people registering this year. One AN family
lucky family was the winner of the Whitey’s gift card. It
was a joy to see the smiling faces as crafts were made and face painting happened. It was great to see Pastor
Jeff greeted by our very own Gingerbread Man (Mark Clingman) and so many helped our family’s shop.
Pastor Jeff was seen talking and laughing with children and their adults. Our great elves made the children feel
wonderful and so welcomed. This outreach would not be possible without the time and support of the
congregation of St. John’s. THANK YOU SO MUCH. Shout out to Big Brothers Big Sisters and Family
Resources for sharing our event. Plans are now in the works for 2026 and we encourage all who would like to
help us with this activity in the future. -Jamie Krueger

Donate men’s or women’s underwear
Benefits Family Resources




ST. JOHN'S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

109 E. 14th St. | Davenport, IA 52803
(563) 324-5278

Church office hours:
9AM-2PM, M-F

Rev. Jeff Dadisman
Senior Pastor
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org

Megan Keller
Director of Christian Education
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org

Jenny Eckhardt

Director of Communications
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org
Mitzi Harris

Organist/Chancel Bells Director
mitzijoh5674@gmail.com

Gail McRill
Accompanist, Classic Worship Service

Steven Ernst
Jesus Country Worship Leader
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com

Zachary Johnson
Contemporary Worship Leader
contemporaryworshipleader@stjohnsumcdav.org

Linda Kern
Finance Manager
finance@stjohnsumcdav.org

Leo Korth
Director of Building Maintenance
superintendent@stjohnsumcdav.org

Keegan Walker
Office Assistant
officeassistant@stjohnsumcdav.org

Melissa Carpenter
Audio Visual Tech
Mediateam@stjohnsumcdav.org

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport
Instagram: instagram.com/stjohnsumcdav
Twitter: @sjumcdav

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav

Worship Schedule
Saturday at 5:30pm

Sundays at 9am and 11am
Sundays at 9:00 on WOC 1420am

St. John'’s Financial Update

The following is a summary of the church’s financial position as of
November, 2025. The year-to-date cash receipts and disbursements
compared to the budget are as follows:

Actual Budget
Year-To-Date Year-To-Date
Cash Receipts 761,180 747,763
Cash Disbursements 711,948 778,483
Receipts in Excess of (Less Than)
Disbursements
49,232 (30,720)

For those of you who haven’t completed your giving towards your
2025 pledge, there is still time to do so. All donations for 2025 must
be received in the church office by December 30, 2025.

As of December 16", we have received 119 pledge cards compared to
126 last year. If you haven’t turned in a pledge card for 2026, you can
still do so. Pledge cards are available in the church office. Once
completed, please return them to the office.

Individuals over 70.5 years old can make Qualified Charitable
Distributions (QCD) directly from their IRA accounts to charities of
their choice. By making charitable donations in this manor, the money
is not sent to the individual and therefor not taxed as income to the
individual. The direct distribution from the IRA to the charity avoids
the income tax. A QCD can be made annually but can also be set up to
paid monthly. A QCD can also qualify as a Required Minimum
Distribution for people required to make those withdrawals from their
retirement funds. See your investment advisor for further details on
making Qualified Charitable Distributions.

Karen Weimer, Treasurer

The goal is to be a light in dark places, serving the needs of our
community through the empowering love of Jesus. We facilitate a

sense of belonging through relationships while impacting our
community through radical love and servanthood.

Center Update

As 2025 comes to a close The Center is asking their friends and
supporters to add an extra gift before the end of the year. They are in
need of $28,000 to finish out the year. If you can help please send
donations to: 1411 N Brady St, Davenport, IA 52803.
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