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Our Christmas offering will be focused on the Organ repair coming in the new year. We would share a 
few thoughts and invite you to make your gift this month.  
 

Nothing gives like our church organ. 
                

It gives joy at weddings; strength at funerals; and blessings at a baptism.  
It gives wings to our worship; power under our praise; and humility in thanksgiving. 
It gives rest and refreshment to the weary worshipper; 
welcome to strangers and a binding tie between friends. 
 

It has given to our congregation as children have followed their parents in the faith, 
and given again as that legacy of faith has passed to succeeding generations. 
 

It has ultimately given of itself. 
For over 50 years the present organ at St. John’s United Methodist Church 
has given freely, generously, bounteously without stint. 
Think of our organ’s gifts, given over the years, as you have received them; 
as your family will continue to be blessed in the years to come. 
 

Then make your gift to our Organ Restoration fund… in like manner. 
…freely, generously, bounteously … without stint. 
 
 

The Organ Task Force 
Mark Tisinger, Bill Otten, Marilyn Lihs, Cristian Carlton, Mitzi Harris, Pastor Jeff, 
Norlan Hinke, and Alison Henry 
 
 
 

Organ restoration update—thanks to all who have responded recently! We have received $27,145.74 
in the last 6 weeks since the fundraising began. The year-to-date total is now $52,913.74. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services  
1:00 PM Traditional Service 
7:00 PM Contemporary Service 
10:00 PM Traditional service 

Our Christmas Offering 
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St. John’s  Christian Education and Youth Programs  December 2022 

 

Be the change and pass it on! 

Winter Weather Policy 
Please note we follow the Davenport 
Schools weather closure decisions.  

If there is to be a program or meeting 
and the schools are closed due to 
weather, we also have to cancel.  

We will send a text or phone call                     
communication but if you see that the 
schools are closed, we most likely are 

closed as well.  

Feel free to call or text if you are un-
sure, and as always please use your 
own discretion if it is safe to travel… 

your safety comes first!  

SJUMC Kid’s & Youth 
Learning Opportunities   

 

WE WILL BE ON CHRISTMAS BREAK  WITH NO  
PROGRAMS ON  DECEMBER 25 & 28, and JANUARY  1 & 4  

 
Sunday Learning Hour for all Ages. Sunday 
School meets on Sunday mornings 10am-
10:45am directly following fellowship time with 
donuts and juice. This time is filled with Bible 
stories, connecting  activities, and music time. 
Classes are located in the “Kids & Youth 
Zone” left hallway of the lower level.                         

 
Kid’s Bible Club 4:30pm-5:30pm with the 
family meal at 5:15pm.  This time includes 
games,  Bible lesson, and activity. Rides pro-
vided if needed.  Pick ups 3p-4p and drop offs 
5:45pm-6:15 
 
 

“The Edge” Youth Group meets   Wednesdays 
from 5:30pm-7:30pm. This time includes a 
meal, large group activity, message, and small 
group discussions. Rides provided if needed. 
Pick ups 5:15pm-6:00pm and drop offs 7:30pm-
8:30pm   

 

A Look at SJUMC Kid’s & Youth  

Christmas Specials 
A BIG THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED MAKE THESE MEMORIES HAPPEN 

Shopping with the Elves at the ... 

Children’s Bazaar 

Making Family 
Advent Wreaths at 

the ... 

Angel Breakfast 

Enjoying cookies as a “job well done” 
from our all ages after the ... 

Christmas Music Program 

Distribution of the 
special household 
Christmas décor ... 

Nativity Pieces 
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History - Methodist Church Buildings 
Methodism has been a part of Davenport's life from almost the begin-
ning. Circuit riders were the first preachers and services were held in 
homes of the members. Elnathan Gavitt is the earliest recorded preacher to 
the area in 1835. The first regular Methodist meeting inside the precincts of 
Davenport was in 1839, organized by William L. Cook.  Timothy Dillon’s 
home was host to many meetings. The first dedicated Methodist church 
building was a small brick structure opened in 1841. It stood on the west 
side of Perry Street between 4th and 5th. As the congregation grew it 
needed a larger home.  A church was built on the northeast corner of Brady 
and 5th streets and dedicated at Christmas of 1854. The records of this 

church are the earliest membership records we have here at St. John’s. As the congregation grew, 
some of the members left to start a new church on the southeast corner of 14th and Brady Streets.  
The First Methodist Church congregation grew, and due to the noise and dirt of the railroad, across 
the street from the church building on 5th Street, the congregation decided 
to move. They selected a site for a new building on the east side of Brady at 
9th Street. This church opened in 1873. By 1899, the 9th Street and the 14th 
Street Methodists reunited in the 9th Street church and planned for the 
building of a grand, new structure to replace the smaller church at 14th and 
Brady. The re-united church was originally to be called the Central Methodist 
Episcopal Church. In 1903, as the building was under construction, the con-
gregation voted to change the name to St. John’s Methodist Episcopal 
Church.  All the earlier buildings are gone now, but you can see photos of 
three of the earlier church buildings in the conference room’s display case. 

Methodist Episcopal Church located on 
the corner of Brady and 14th Streets, 
1873 "History of Davenport and Scott 
County Iowa" by Harry E. Downer, 
published by S. J. Clarke, Chicago, 1910, 
page 590-597  

1903 postcard 

January sermon schedule—Epiphany: the light of Jesus comes to shine in the darkness! 
Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Christ as Savior of the whole world.  
 

The Gospel according to John—the namesake for our church; John, the disciple that Jesus loved had a large part 
in leading the early church. He also contributed his wisdom for the church by writing books for the New Testa-
ment. In January we will be looking into the legacy that he left the early church (and the church today) and what of 
his legacy can be an encouragement for our congregation that bears his name: ST. JOHN’S United Methodist 
Church. 
 

               January 1—Epiphany: The Coming of the Wise Men 
               January 8—John, the Disciple that Jesus Loved (The Gospels) 
               January 15—John, a Leader in the Early Church (Acts of the Apostles) 
               January 22—John, His Teaching for the Maturing Church (The Epistles of I, II, III John) 
               January 29—John, In Exile and Under Intense Persecution (Revelation) 
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Mission Offering Report 
October: World Communion $210 |  Heifer International $100 | UMCOR: $237  

September: Student Day $116 | Manna for Missions $150 
 

Upcoming Mission Offerings 
January 7-8 Kids Against Hunger 

January 21-22 Christian Unity/ Human Relations Day 
 
Café on Vine  
St. John’s has been joyfully serving the community by prepar-
ing meals once a month. I thank Jan Johnson, our new Café on 
Vine Coordinator, who manages everything so well. Also, I am 
grateful for all the volunteers who helped us make this ministry 
run. In December, we had 6 people help make meals. We still 
need some people in January (Second Sunday, January 8, 
2023).  
 
We cook every second Sunday of the month at 2 pm. It takes 
less than 2 hours to prepare everything. Each time, we need 4 
or 5 people to cook. The sign-up sheet is in the church office. 
Please let Jan Johnson or Pastor Jae know if you are interested 
in serving. Thank you for being so supportive! - Pastor Jae.  
 
  

It is Growing Well! 
This year, we are collecting canned goods for the Food Pantry at The Center. This canned 
goods tree is standing by the elevator. Until mid-January, we will keep collecting canned 
goods and bring them to The Center. Again, we thank you for supporting the Food Pantry 
to share the love of Christ with our neighbors.  

The Canned Goods Tree 

Our Advent music program "COME!" was held December 4. Chancel Bells, Chancel Choir, Sunday School Children's 
choir, and St. John's HS students shared through music and scripture. The North Scott Singers also joined us for a 

couple of special pieces 
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 2022 
will be departing and 
2023 will be entering.    

The Thanksgiving Re-
verse Offering in No-
vember gave us 952 
items. I know the recip-
ients of the food appre-
ciated having a fulfilling 
Thanksgiving. 

We started a Drive By-Drive Up Food drive in 
December. This program will take place the 
second Thursday of each month (weather 
permitting) between the hours of 9:30-10:30 
a.m. and 3:00-4:00 p.m. Pull up on the Perry 
Street side, open your trunk/door and the 
Wednesday Bible Study gentlemen will glad-
ly unload your car. You don't have to get out. 
Make sure you say hello and thank you to 
these wonderful men. 

Have you seen the canned goods Christmas 
tree as you come up the stairs?  Please take a 
look and say "I donated to this tree." Thank 
you to all who have made donations with 
canned goods or a monetary donation. The 
tree will be up through the middle of January. 

A summary of 2023 donations will be in the 
February newsletter. 

Again, I wish each and every one of you a 
Blessed, Healthy and Safe New Year. 

~Sharon Imming 

by Sharon Imming 

 
Thank you to everyone who supported all the 
music programs during December. It was in-
spiring to see people fill up the sanctuary again. 

Chancel Bells and Chancel Choir rehearsals will 
resume on Thursday, January 12. It is a great 
time to join, as we will begin the season with all 
new music. Talk to any one of the musicians 
and we will lead you to the rehearsal/group 
you are interested in joining… or even just trying 
us out. 

The organ fund is going well. Thank you to eve-
ryone who has donated!  It is exciting to see this 
instrument get the love it deserves. 

God bless, 

 Mitzi Harris 

The Return of the Eager Beavers  This group of 
volunteers will be returning to assist with clean-
ing and light maintenance duties on Monday 
mornings in the New Year. There is an oppor-
tunity for new volunteers 
as well on Thursday 
mornings beginning Jan-
uary 5, 9:00 to 10:00 each 
week. If you would be 
willing to help out please 
give the church a call or 
reach out to Mark Beau-
champ (563-726-1421) 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

109 E. 14th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52803 

 
Church office hours: 

9AM-2PM, M-F 
Appointments are encouraged 
After 2PM by appointment only 

 

Church office phone:  
(563) 324-5278 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
Senior Pastor 
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Rev. Jaeseong Lee 
Associate Pastor 
jaeseonglee@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Steven Ernst 
Jesus Country Worship Leader 
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com 
 

Megan Keller 
Director of Christian Education 
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Mitzi Harris  
Organist/Chancel Bells Director 
mitzijoh@aol.com 
 

Joel Wise 
Contemporary Worship Leader 
ContemporaryWorshipLeader@stjohnsumcdav.org  
 

Don Sprosty 
Financial Secretary 
dons@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Lynda Notter 
Communications Director 
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Carolyn Rancier 
Receptionist 
carolyn@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Mark Beauchamp 
Building Superintendent 
markb@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org 

E-mail: officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport 

Twitter: @sjumcdav 

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav 

Podcast: https://anchor.fm/stjohnsumcdav 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

5:30PM Saturday Jesus Country in Fellowship Hall 
9:00AM Sunday on WOC 1420 AM radio  

(previous week’s sermon) 
9:00AM Sunday Classic Worship in the Sanctuary   
 (simulcast online on YouTube and our website) 
11:00 AM Sunday Contemporary Worship in the Sanctuary   
 (simulcast online on YouTube and our website) 
Due to recent Facebook changes, we are no longer streaming our 
services on Facebook. Please join us on our YouTube channel for 
worship! https://www.youtube.com/c/StJohnsUMCDav 

BLESSING BOX DRIVE 
Monday, January 16, 2023 

KWQC TV 6 
805 Brady Street | Davenport, Iowa 

8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
(We will also offer a donation box at the church through January 16) 

 

“A Box Full of Blessings” 
Be a blessing to others by donating 

 

ITEMS NEEDED 
 

Cleaning Products  Personal Products  
Laundry detergent   Toothpaste/toothbrushes 
Fabric softener   Mouthwash 
Bathroom cleaners   Deodorant 
Household cleaners   Soap/Body wash 
Paper towels   Lotion/Vaseline 
Toilet bowl brush/caddy   Feminine hygiene items 
Hand sanitizers   Bathroom tissue, Kleenex 
Glass cleaner   Socks, gloves, hats 

 

Monetary Donations also welcomed 

Financial News:  

REMINDER— End of year donations 
need to be in the office by Friday, 
December 30 to be recorded as 

2022 gifts. 
 


