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Christmas Eve Worship Services
1:00 PM Traditional Service
7:00 PM Contemporary Service
10:00 PM Traditional service

CHRISTMAS OFFERING
This is the third year in which we have invited families to consider making an extra Christmas gift
to go towards a local mission project and a project outside the U.S. The needs our offering will
address continue:
The Center: They offer housing assistance to families from the local neighborhood.
The Center receives multiple requests for financial assistance each day.
Families, couples, elderly folks, individuals; the requests come from people
who are renting and those in their own home but experiencing financial
stress. The Center assists those in our neighborhood with rent, utilities, medical bills, etc. Any one category of a family budget, when hit with a crisis, can
cause someone to lose their housing. Your gifts will allow Pennie Kellenberger to help people stay in their present housing and thus avoid adding to
the number of homeless in our city.
Fisher’s of Men: Pastor Joshua is director of a ministry that is working in
Kenya; progress report—the well that our offerings went to start the last 2
Christmases was finally completed in 2021!
Clean Water Wells – Kandongu, Kenya – the well for this village finally
went into production of clean, life-giving water on October 6, 2021. These
villagers no longer have to make a 30-mile round trip each time they
need water. The region had been caught in a drought last summer and
daily activities had been hampered by the increasing distance required to
find clean drinking water. Lack of clean water is one of the greatest causes of poverty in the region. A new well provides water that is free of cholera, dysentery, typhoid or parasites. Clean water changes everything!!
Our Christmas Eve offering will be split 50/50 between The Center outreach
and clean water in Kenya.
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Be the change and pass it on!
January 2022

St. John’s Christian Education and Youth Programs
Snapshots from December…
Celebrating Christmas at St. John’s UMC!

SJUMC Wednesdays for Kid’s & Youth
Kid’s Bible Club 4:30pm-5:30pm with the family meal at 5:15pm. This time includes games,
Bible lesson, and activity. Rides provided if
needed. Pick ups 3p-4p and drop offs 5:45pm6:15

“The Edge” Youth Group meets
Wednesdays from 5:30pm-7:30pm.
This time includes a meal, large group activity, message, and small group discussions.
Rides provided if needed. Pick ups 5:15pm6:00pm and drop offs 7:30pm-8:30pm

2022 Graduating Seniors
St. John’s UMC Scholarship

Advent wreaths ✓
Angel Breakfast ✓
Story & Songs with the Pastors ✓
Cookie Decorating ✓
Music Program ✓
Nativity Pieces ✓
Christmas Parties ✓

It was a busy month full of HOPE,
PEACE, JOY, and LOVE but most
importantly...
CELEBRATING JESUS,
THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD!

A note from St. John’s UMC Scholarship Team: If you
are a graduating senior, active member of St. John’s
UMC, have reached out to other youth in the church
in some way, have done some kind of service in the
community and are enrolling in some form of higher
education after high school graduation, you can be
considered for one of two $500.00 scholarships. The
scholarship application is due on Sunday, April 3,
2022. The application is to include a 250-500 word
essay on how St. john’s UMC has helped you develop a belief in God and how that belief will help you
going forth in life. It may also include what suggestions you have for making the church more relevant
to youth. Two letters of recommendation are also to
be included with the application. Check with Megan
Keller on obtaining the application.

Winter Weather Policy
Please note that we follow the Davenport Schools
weather closure decisions. If there is to be a program or meeting and the schools are closed due
to weather, we also have to cancel. We will send a
text or phone call communication but if you see
that the schools are closed, we most likely are too.
Feel free to call or text if you are unsure, and as
always please use your own discretion if it is safe
to travel...your safety comes first!
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Mission Offerings in January 2022
Kids Against Hunger Offering: January 8-9
Due to Covid-19, we were unable to do the Kids Against Hunger mealpacking project in 2021. However, this year 2022, we will be able to resume this project again as one of the Change the World Sunday projects. Kids Against Hunger is a meaningful project to support because
there are a lot of hungry people, both locally and worldwide. Our goal
is $1,400, and every dollar we give provides 4 meals. $1,400
will provide 5,600 meals. Twenty percent of the meals we provide stay
in the Quad Cities. Recently, many of the meals have been sent to Haiti as well as Puerto Rico,
Nicaragua, the Philippines, and East Africa. Let’s start 2022 with a generous offering to help people who are hungry. $1,400 is a reachable goal. An envelope will be provided. Thank you all very
much!
•

Christian Unity Offering/Human Relations Day: January 22-23
Our offering goal is $300. This offering helps communities needing support to
bring about better relations. It also provides scholarships for community
workers. An envelope will be provided. Thank you!!
•

Café On Vine Needs Volunteers and Supplies
Our Cafe on Vine needs your help to provide meals to the community. Every second Sunday of
each month, we cook and deliver meals to the site. We need volunteers to prepare meals, and
to-go containers which have sections. If you have any questions and are willing to help, please
contact Pastor Jae or call the church office.

Thanks to our Mission Team!
The Mission programs at St John’s provide thousands of dollars each year to a wide variety of
organizations and individual people. Along with our regular contributions to our supported missionaries, we provide help right here in the Quad Cities. I want to thank the team members who
oversee each of the following missions:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Change the World – Don Buser
CROP Walk (and lifetime chair of the whole team) – Willie Trusheim
In-gathering kits – Michelle Buser
Café on Vine meals – Jennifer Jones
Food Pantry – Sharon Imming
P.U.N.C.H. – Melanie Mahoney (ending her P.U.N.C.H. term on December 31, 2021)
Thrift Center – Katie Manley-Buser
The many people who help these leaders in each of the programs listed above

These great people work tirelessly to provide for the less fortunate in and around our area.
Thank them when you see them; or better yet, ask how you can volunteer.
Thank you all for your generous mission giving in 2021!
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Financial Update
by Karen Weimer, Church Treasurer

January brings opportunities for you to join a music
group!
Regular choir rehearsals will be starting up again January 6 at 7 pm.
Handbell rehearsal will also begin January 6, at 5:45.
We hope to start a Youth Bell group from 5-5:30 on
Thursdays.
Bells takes a commitment to "be there" every week
for the music to be playable and sound like music. If
you can make this commitment, please let me know
and we will make our commitment to teach you.
Thank you to all who participated in the music programs and concerts in December AND to all those
who came out to support not only St. John's music
department, but our members and outreach opportunities through hosting RiverBend Bronze, performing
at Festival of Trees and Family Caroling.
The Christmas cantata/program was a huge success
involving Chancel Choir, Chancel Bells, plus our children and youth. It felt good to be back! If you missed
it, please check it out through YouTube or Facebook.

We welcome Gail McRill, joining our Classic worship
team as choir accompanist. Gail has years of experience as an accompanist and has taught choral and
general music in Davenport schools for over 30 years.
She currently teaches Beginning Strings at Smart
Junior High and all its feeder schools. Welcome, Gail!

As we approach the end of 2021, we want to update
the congregation on our current financial status. As of
the end of the most recently completed financial
statement for October, year-to-date income totals
exceed ministry expenses by $43,000. We have received word that the 2021 SBA PPP loan has been
forgiven and has become a grant. The Church will
record about $72,000 as income and The Center will
receive about $19,000 from this grant. This should
allow the 2021 year for St. John’s to end in the black.
The Estimate of Giving card total for 2022 is at
$600,000. We are working on the 2022 budget and
currently there is a shortfall of about $53,000 for next
year. We are anticipating increased costs in the following areas: payroll, 3% for church staff, an fuel
costs around 50%-100% for heating the building,
medical insurance coverage for staff around 5-9%,
and added marketing and outreach costs to encourage new people to attend our church.
We ask those who have not yet submitted an Estimate of Giving card to do so. If you do not have a
card, you may request one from the church office or
go online at our church website, and click on the
2022 Estimate of Giving blue button to submit. Yearend donations must be received by December 28 in
order to be credited towards your 2021 giving record.

If you have any questions about music opportunities,
please contact me at the church: (563) 324-5278.

A big THANK YOU to all who supported W.I.S.H. Ministries (Women
In Spiritual Hope) on December
10-12 with cash donations and silent auction bids.
Your support is so appreciated!

Mitzi Harris

Linda Jantz

I am elated! We collected 1,156 items from the Reverse Offering. Food for Thanksgiving meals were 445 items and miscellaneous items were 711. Monetary donations for November
were $1,035. I am sure a smile was on the faces of many happy clients who were able to have a Thanksgiving meal thanks
to all of you who contributed.
Monetary donations for October were $395.58 plus $99.82
from Eco Ministries. Total food items 369.
Please continue to support our Food Pantry as winter apby Sharon Imming
proaches. Some items to consider: Hot chocolate, canned
soups, crackers, pasta. Also let us consider cleaning supplies, toilet paper, bar and dish
soap, laundry soap. We all need these items in our day to day living. Consider donating to
our “White Christmas” toilet paper tree! Remember Food Pantry is the 3rd Sunday of the
month. Monetary donations are welcome.
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
109 E. 14th Street
Davenport, Iowa 52803
Church office phone:
(563) 324-5278
Rev. Jeff Dadisman
Senior Pastor, ext. 203
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org
Rev. Jaeseong Lee
Associate Pastor, ext. 204
jaeseonglee@stjohnsumcdav.org

Steven Ernst
Director of Jesus Country
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com
Megan Keller
Director of Christian Education, ext. 201
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org
Mitzi Harris
Organist/Chancel Bells Director, ext. 214
mitzijoh@aol.com
Joel Wise
Contemporary Worship Leader
ContemporaryWorshipLeader@stjohnsumcdav.org

Lynda Notter
Communications Director, ext. 202
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org
Carolyn Rancier
Receptionist, ext. 200
carolyn@stjohnsumcdav.org
Don Sprosty
Financial Secretary, ext. 205
dons@stjohnsumcdav.org
Glenn Wilkerson
Building Superintendent, ext. 208

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org
E-mail: officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport
Twitter: @sjumcdav
YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav
Podcast: https://anchor.fm/stjohnsumcdav

BUILDING POLICY UPDATE
(May 20, 2021)

We ask that you please wear a
mask in our building unless you
are fully vaccinated.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
5:30PM Saturday Jesus Country in Fellowship Hall
9:00AM Sunday on WOC 1420 AM radio
(previous week’s sermon)
9:00AM Sunday Classic Worship in the Sanctuary
(simulcast online on Facebook, YouTube, website)
11:00 AM Sunday Contemporary Worship in the Sanctuary
(simulcast online on Facebook, YouTube, website)

January sermon schedule
Epiphany: The Light of Jesus Comes to Shine in the Darkness!
Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Christ as Savior of the
whole world. The revelation was for Gentiles too. This good news
was made known through the coming of the wise men to see the
baby Jesus. God had revealed to them by the star that the baby
Jesus was God come to live among people.
January 2
January 9
January 16
January 23
January 30

Epiphany—God Came to Earth in Jesus
The 3 Wise Men
Baptism of Jesus
Temptation of Jesus
A Wedding at Cana of Galilee

BLESSING BOX DRIVE
Monday, January 17, 2022
KWQC TV 6
805 Brady Street Davenport Iowa
8:00 am – 5:00 pm (Pastor Jeff will be there at 4PM)
(We will also offer a donation box at the church through January 17)

“A Box Full of Blessings”
Be a blessing to others by donating

ITEMS NEEDED
Cleaning Products
Personal Products
Laundry detergent
Toothpaste/toothbrushes
Fabric softener
Mouthwash
Bathroom cleaners
Deodorant
Household cleaners
Soap/Body wash
Paper towels
Lotion/Vaseline
Toilet bowl brush/caddy Feminine hygiene items
Hand sanitizers
Bathroom tissue, Kleenex
Glass cleaner
Socks, gloves, hats
Monetary Donations also welcomed
Sponsored by People Uniting Neighbors and Churches
(PUNCH) and Friends of Martin Luther King (FoMLK)
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