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Our congregation’s namesake…St. John: Our weekend preaching in 
the new year has been a series of messages following this theme: The 
Gospel according to St. John 

John, the disciple that Jesus loved (the gospel of John) 

John, the evangelist and leader of the early church (studied in Acts) 

John: the Elder, Teacher, Apostle (the epistles—1st, 2nd, 3rd John) 

John: his witness under persecution and exile (the book of Revela-
tion) 

I thought this would be an excellent chance to dig deeper and explore 
the character of the disciple after which our church was named. I sug-

gested in the first weekend: maybe we would see some character traits in the spiritual legacy of St. John 
that would encourage us in our own challenges today. This has been a most interesting character study 
for me; and I hope it has been for you. Here’s a summary of where we’ve been this month. 

Week one: John didn’t start out as a saint. He was a fisherman, a little rough around the edges, and had 
done something by which Jesus gave him and his brother James the nickname…the sons of thunder.  And 
yet Jesus called James and John to become his disciples; and not only that, John became one of the 
three disciples that made up the inner circle Jesus trusted with special assignments. The growth of John 
from sinner to saint, from fallen to forgiven, from fisherman to preacher gives hope to all who struggle 
with sinful habits. Change and growth are possible for anyone who wants to follow Jesus. 

Week two:  In the book of Acts we saw just how much had changed for John. The three years with Jesus 
brought John to a point where he surrendered his “thunder” to the purpose and mission of Christ. John 
became a leader in the early church and a very effective teacher and evangelist. He was fearless in shar-
ing Jesus with everyone he met. Jesus didn’t totally take away John’s thunder and unique personality. 
John’s thunder became strength under the control of the Holy Spirit and was the source of his courage 
when preaching about Jesus landed him in jail. When questioned in court it was noted, “this man was one 
of those who had been with Jesus.”  It became harder and harder to be a faithful follower of Jesus, but 
John never allowed the challenges to cause him to quit speaking out for Jesus. And the result was 
1,000’s of believers being added to the church in Jerusalem. 

Week three: John the evangelist became John the teacher. New churches were planted all around the 
Mediterranean Sea, and the need for trained pastors and leaders was critical. 21 books of the New Testa-
ment are instructions, corrections, and encouragement for all these new churches. The apostle Paul 
wrote to individuals and churches giving direction and correction when someone went astray in their 
teaching or practice of the Christian faith.  St. John was also one of the New Testament writers that aimed 
to keep churches from error and false teaching. 

Week four: The last weekend we will look at John in his old age. He is still a force for the gospel and 
when he offends officials of the Roman Empire they seek to silence him. When that attempt to end his life 
fails, John finds himself exiled to the island of Patmos out in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea. At the 
age of 95 he is put out to pasture, sidelined, and all alone. Yet it was on that island that Jesus gave to 
John a vision and a message that would become the last book of the Bible: Revelation. It is a message of 
hope to all who find themselves beaten down and discouraged by persecution. 

All 4 of these messages are available on our church website and I would recommend them to anyone 
who missed a teaching here in January. Saint John certainly gives us a legacy to follow as we seek to 
avoid being “lukewarm” in the faith! (Revelation 3:15-16) 

I love being one of your pastors, 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
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St. John’s  Christian Education and Youth Programs  February 2023 

 

Be the change and pass it on! 

Graduating from High School in 2023?        

Consider applying for our St. John’s Scholarship!  
If you are planning to go to college or a trade 
school, St. John’s would like to express our love 
and support for you.  
 
To qualify, the applicant must be an active 
member of St. John’s UMC. There are applica-
tions available on our website or you can get 
one from Megan Keller.  As a part of the applica-
tion, you are asked to write a 250-500 word es-
say on how St. John’s has helped you develop a 
belief in God and how that belief will help you 
going forth in life. We ask that you also give the 
church ideas on how we can make the church 
more relevant to youth. Please also obtain 2 let-
ters of recommendation with the application. 
The application, essay, and letters of recom-
mendation are due in the church office no the 
first Sunday of April. Awardees will be an-
nounced Mother’s Day  weekend, 2023.   

SJUMC Kid’s & Youth 
Learning Opportunities   

 

 
Sunday Learning Hour for all Ages. Sunday 
School meets on Sunday mornings 10am-
10:45am directly following fellowship time with 
donuts and juice. This time is filled with Bible 
stories, connecting  activities, and music time. 
Classes are located in the “Kids & Youth 

Zone” left hallway of the lower level.                         
 
Kid’s Bible Club 4:30pm-5:30pm with the 
family meal at 5:15pm. This time includes 
games, Bible lesson, and activity. Rides pro-
vided if needed.  Pick ups 3p-4p and drop offs 
5:45pm-6:15 
 

 

“The Edge” Youth Group meets   Wednesdays 
from 5:30pm-7:30pm. This time includes a 
meal, large group activity, message, and small 
group discussions. Rides provided if needed. 
Pick ups 5:15pm-6:00pm and drop offs 7:30pm-
8:30pm   

 

 

Faith and Family Night  
at QC Storm Hockey Game 

Join us on February 17 for a fun night out 
at the hockey arena with your church fami-
ly. There will be a time of worship held 
from 5:30pm-6:30pm and the game will 
start at 7:00pm.  

Please let us know if you plan to join us by 
February 8 so that we can purchase the 
tickets at the group rate.  

Contact Megan Keller, Director of Christian 
Education and Youth Programs, at   

megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 

to reserve your ticket today!  



 

Page 4 

St. John’s History - Stained Glass 
Have you ever admired the large and colorful stained-glass windows in the sanctuary?   

The original sum allotted for stained glass in the new church building was $2,000, though the actual 
cost appears to have been about two-thirds higher. The Flanagan & Beideweg company of Chicago 
was given the original commission to manufacture our stained-glass windows. They created glass 
work in the German-style (or Munich-style) where glass makers use enamels fired onto the colored 
glass to show detail in drapery, greenery, stonework, etc. Situating the stained-glass panels into 
stone tracery, as in our three largest windows, is rare in the United States. Designs were chosen by 
the building committee in 1903. These were based on original oil paintings by popular artists of the 
day. “Christ and the Rich Young Man” is the subject of the south window above the balcony. It is an 
almost exact copy of a painting by Heinrich Hofmann (1824 - 1911), a German artist. The center of 
the rose window on the south wall contains a vignette from another painting by Hofmann called 
“Christ in the Temple.” The resurrection window above the balcony on the west wall is a slightly ed-
ited copy of a painting by Axel Ender, a Norwegian artist (1853 - 1920). The two windows above and 
below the balcony on the north wall are edited versions of two different paintings by another Ger-
man artist, Bernhard Plochhorst (1815 - 1907).  
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Offering report, December 2022 

Lit Lit program $128 | Ingathering $25 | Women at the Well $15 | PUNCH $20  
Manna for Mission $150 | Change the World $30 

Upcoming Offering In February 2023 

February 4-5, Blanket Sunday 
February 18-19, Paul Beatty Teach Beyond  

A Change in Missionary Salary Support 

St. John's has supported Larry and Jane Kies, but they retired last year. So, 
the Mission team decided to support Paul Beatty instead of supporting 
Larry and Jane Kies starting this year. The money is from the church 
budget of $2900 per year.  

And the rest of the support would remain the same as the last year; Ange-
la Hubbard, Red Bird Clinic $1,400, Red Bird Mission School $1,400, Lynn 
and Sharon Fogelman $1,400 per year 

Paul and Lucy Beatty 2022 Missionary Journal (He Found A New School!) 

Recently, Lucy and Paul were exploring part of the African island of Mau-
ritius, their newest home.  

 

"After much prayer, we notified the [William Carey Academy] school board in August 2021 that we 
planned to return to the United States at the end of the 2022 school year. Lucy planned to pursue 
graduate studies; Paul intended to find an education position to be closer to family. Our plans and 
God's plans are so blessedly different! As the end of the year approaches, we wanted to update you 
on our seemingly long journey toward an unexpected destination, which in hindsight, we recognize 
was simply a brief interlude with many unforeseen blessings from God.…" 
 
If you want to read more of Paul's letter, please visit St. John's website: 
https://www.stjohnsumcdav.org/paul-beattys-mission-letter.html 
 
Café on Vine 

I want to thank all the volunteers who cooked together 
with Jan and Scott Johnson. For February, our Confirma-
tion class will be helping Café on Vine, but we still need 
volunteers for March and April. I am urging you to use your 
time for hungry people. Be glad! This is one of the ways to 
feed Jesus. It takes only 2 hours in the afternoon on the 
Second Sunday of each month. Here are the dates for the 
coming months:  March 12, April 9, May 14, June 11, July 9, 
and August 13. Please let the church office know if you are 
willing to help. ~Pastor Jae 

Paul and Lucy Beatty 

https://www.stjohnsumcdav.org/paul-beattys-mission-letter.html
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Our monetary donations 
for December were 
$677.92 and food donation 
was 81 items. The reason 
the food was low,  we did 
the Christmas canned 
food tree and that wasn't 
counted until January. 
 

Our total figures for 2022 
were as follows: Monetary 
- $8,634.92 down $2,168.48 
from 2021 and the food donations were 2,831 down 
4,392 from 2021. With inflation and price of food, I 
see why we were lower. I am proud of St. John's 
members for all you do. 
 

The Mission project was the Christmas Canned 
Food Tree.  I am pleased to announce we collected 
767 can goods.  There were a great variety of cans. 
A big THANKS goes out to those who made this 
project such a success. I can't THANK YOU enough. 
 

The Drive-by/Drop-off on January 12 brought in 136 
items including 45 canned goods. Also another 107 
non cannned goods were dropped off which brings 
this to a total of 965 items for January.   
 

A big shout out to the Eager Beavers who took gro-
cery carts after grocery carts to the Food Pan-
try. The workers were elated seeing all the canned 
goods. 
 

Drive-by/Drop-off (weather permitting) will be Feb-
ruary 9. Stop by, drop off your sacks and say hello to 
the fellows who volunteer their time with your do-
nations. Remember that the 3rd Sunday of each 
moth is Food Pantry Sunday. You may bring your 
items then, or anytime during the week. 
 

Again, many THANKS from me for making this such 
a wonderful project and for helping our neighbors 
to have food on the table. 

by Sharon Imming 

 
Thank you to everyone who has helped with 
the financial campaign to restore and update 
the organ.  
 
New shades and shutters have already been 
installed in the pipe chamber, which effects the 
volume control. The next step is to replace the 
existing keyboard with improved key action and 
reliability. 
 
This will be the time we will be without an or-
gan for maybe 2 weeks.....if all goes as planned. 
That is scheduled in February and we are hop-
ing to have it back by March for most of Lent 
and Easter. 
 
Choir and Bells have resumed practice and 
worship leadership. Please let me know if you 
are interested in joining us. We rehearse on 
Thursday evening: Bells at 5:45 and Choir at 
7:00. Come for the music and fellowship. Re-
hearsals for Holy Week will begin this 
month. That could be your extra offering during 
Lent. 
 
God bless, 

 Mitzi Harris 

Our Christmas canned goods tree! 

A study of The Chosen Season 3 begins February 1! 
This study is offered via Zoom at 1PM and 7PM on 
Wednesdays. Contact one of the pastors if you 
would like to participate! 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

109 E. 14th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52803 

 
Church office hours: 

9AM-2PM, M-F 
Appointments are encouraged 
After 2PM by appointment only 

 

Church office phone:  
(563) 324-5278 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
Senior Pastor 
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Rev. Jaeseong Lee 
Associate Pastor 
jaeseonglee@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Steven Ernst 
Jesus Country Worship Leader 
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com 
 

Megan Keller 
Director of Christian Education 
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Mitzi Harris  
Organist/Chancel Bells Director 
mitzijoh@aol.com 
 

Joel Wise 
Contemporary Worship Leader 
ContemporaryWorshipLeader@stjohnsumcdav.org  
 

Don Sprosty 
Financial Secretary 
dons@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Lynda Notter 
Communications Director 
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Carolyn Rancier 
Receptionist 
carolyn@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org 

E-mail: officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport 

Twitter: @sjumcdav 

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav 

Podcast: https://anchor.fm/stjohnsumcdav 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

5:30PM Saturday Jesus Country in Fellowship Hall 
9:00AM Sunday on WOC 1420 AM radio  

(previous week’s sermon) 
9:00AM Sunday Classic Worship in the Sanctuary   
 (simulcast online on YouTube and our website) 
11:00 AM Sunday Contemporary Worship in the Sanctuary   
 (simulcast online on YouTube and our website) 

Financial Update 
by Karen Weimer, Church Treasurer 

The following is a summary of the church’s financial position 
as of December 31, 2023, our year end.     
 Year End 
 12-31-22   
     Cash Receipts 743,908      
     Cash Disbursements 724,083      
     Receipts in Excess of Disbursements 19,825       
 
We are grateful to church members who gave additional 
amounts above and beyond their pledges and for the unex-
pected bequest received this year. These additional gifts 
helped us to overcome the budgeted deficit for the year. 
Now we look forward to a new year and your continued sup-
port for our many programs and activities. 

Lenten Sermon Series: Seven-Mile Miracle 

Lenten series—The Seven-Mile Miracle con-
nects the 7 last words of Jesus on the cross to 
the conversation Jesus had with the two men 
on the road to Emmaus. 

Study options (Zoom):  
Wednesdays at 1:00 or 7:00 beginning March 1 


