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Pastor’s Page – December 2025  
 
How do you get ready for Christmas? 

Advent is our theme for the four Sundays leading up to Christmas. Advent is a season of 
preparation and each year we enter this time of worship with an expectation that we prepare our 
hearts for the coming birth of God’s Son, Jesus. We prepare for the celebration of this birth in 
the weeks leading up to Christmas. 

This year we will be reflecting on the life of John the Baptist. You may be wondering what John 
has to do with Advent, but no other figure in scripture is more closely associated with preparing 
for Christ’s birth, of making the world ready for the coming of Jesus, than John the Baptist. 
John’s mission, like Advent’s mission, was “to prepare the way of the Lord.” 

Come along this next month as we prepare for the hope of the world, this year! 

I love being your pastor! 

Pastor Jeff Dadisman 

                                                  Advent sermon series:  “Prepare the way for the Lord” 

                                                  11/30   The Annunciation: God has heard your prayers 

                                             12/7  Zechariah’s Prophecy: Pregnancy, Birth & Circumcision  

                                                          12/14   John the Baptist’s role in preparation 

                                                           12/21   John’s witness to the coming Light 

 

Pastor’s Advent Study – Wednesdays @ 1:00 and 7:30 pm (starts on Dec. 3) (3 weeks) 

Pastor Jeff will be leading this zoom study, using the DVD that goes along with the book, “The Voices of 
Advent,” written by Matthew L. Skinner. The study book can be found on Amazon, but is not required to 
participate. To join please sign up on our church website or by calling the church office. 

We will hear from John the Baptizer as he prepares the way for the Messiah, the faithful poets who anticipate 
Jesus' magnificent birth, and the angels and visionaries praising God when Christmas dawns. 
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December 2025 St. John’s  Christian Education and Youth Programs  

Be the change and pass it on! 

Special activities for our Kid’s and                                 
Youth this Christmas Season  

 

DECEMBER 

6th… Children and Family Christmas Bazaar @ 10am-2pm 

7th… Christmas Cantata @ 4pm  

11th…Family Caroling @ 5:30pm 

14th… Kid Min Special Music Program @ 9am Worship                                                                   
(with distribution of nativity pieces at all services)  

17th…Family Christmas Dinner@ 5:30pm 

24th... Christmas Eve Worship @ 1pm, 7pm, & 11pm 

28th…No Sunday School  

 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!! 

***Midweek and Sunday Programs                                                     
BREAK  December 21st—January 4th 

Winter Weather Policy 

Please note we follow the Davenport 
Schools weather closure decisions.  

If there is to be a program or meeting and 
the schools are closed due to weather, we 

also have to cancel.  

We will send a text or phone call 
communication but if you see that the 

schools are closed, we most likely are too.  

Feel free to call or text if you are unsure, and 
as always please use your own discretion if it 

is safe to travel… your safety comes first!  

Wishing you many blessings and lots of love this                           
Christmas Season!  

Megan Keller, Director of Christian  Education and Youth Programs.   
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Mission Report –October 2025 

Mission Offering Report 

Sock-tober: we received 556 pairs of socks 

UMCOR Disaster Recovery: $1,500 

PUNCH Thanksgiving Dinner: $385 

Food Pantry Donations $3,355 

Thank you for your generous giving! 
 

Upcoming Mission Offerings  

Heifer Project (December 6-7) 
“At Heifer International, we invest in farmers and 
business owners around the world because we know 
that having a secure source of income can be truly 
transformational for families and their communities. 
We work with communities in 21 countries as they 
strengthen local economies and build secure 
livelihoods that guarantee a living income to local 
farmers.”  Your gift will supply animals such as: 
goats, heifer, sheep, a flock of chickens, rabbits or a 
swarm of honeybees.  
 
You can visit this website for more information: 
https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/index.html 

 
Christmas Offering (December 24) 
This will be split 50/50 between Clean Water wells in Kenya and The Center’s helping fund to give 
financial assistance for neighborhood families needing help this winter.  

 

Mission Updates 

PUNCH THANKSGIVING Dinner @ First Baptist Church (November 27th) 

Don’t eat alone on the holiday, consider attending this free dinner 
with neighbors! Monetary donations are welcome to help with the 
purchase of food items we will be donating from the church for the 
meal preparation. Mark in the memo of your check: “Punch 
Thanksgiving dinner” 
 
Ingathering Update: Don and Michelle Buser delivered the 
Ingathering kits to Mt Pleasant the first weekend of November. We 
had 25 school kits, 23 personal hygiene kits and 2 “Cover them 
with love” quilts. Our total in-kind donation total was $330.80 for 
the assorted items beyond the completed kits. Thanks for your 
generous donations!  

The Café on Vine Team  
St. John's volunteers prepare this meal each month on the 2nd 
Sunday afternoon from 2:00-3:30pm. If you wish to volunteer, you 
can tell us you’re coming by using the link on our church website at 
www.stjohnsumcdav.org (November serving team pictured)  
 

https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/index.html
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He is COMING! Advent is our time to Prepare the Way! 

November 29 @ 10:00am Handbell music at North Park Mall. (Led by River Bend Bronze/John Klopp)  

You are invited to grab a bell or two and come do some sight reading with us. 

As we all have been preparing our whole lives: Advent begins on November 30, with an extended voluntary, 
performed and offered by Kathleen Figaro and an outstanding ensemble of musicians. 

Our special "Blue Christmas" will be at the beginning of Advent this year. (Not all of us are excited about this 
time of year...that is OK!) November 30 @ 4:00pm is a quiet time of reflection as we prepare to make room for 
HIM, through our sadness, sense of loss, and other concerns. 

December 7 @ 4:00pm is the Chancel Choir Cantata "Invitation to a Miracle" by Joseph Martin, with Chancel Choir and guest 
musicians. 

December 11 @ 5:30-7pm will be FAMILY CAROLING, beginning at Ridgecrest and ending at the FOUNTAINS. 

December 12 and 13 (Fri. and Sat.) will be the River Bend Bronze Christmas concerts. 

December 14 @ 9:00am the Children will sing and get their Nativity pieces.  We also have special musicians playing. 

December 21 @ 9:00am  the Brass will play the Voluntary and Postlude. 

December 21 @ 3:00pm Cool Yule will be presented in Fellowship Hall, complete with cookies and punch! 

After all this PREPARING and WAITING: Christmas Eve will offer 3 services....each with its own special music: 1:00pm, 7:00pm 
and 11:00pm. COME! Feel the love and the SPIRIT as you enter our doors! 

December 28 will be Lessons and Carols to sing every Christmas carol you missed. Come Prepare! And Merry Christmas!  

                                                                                                                                                         Contact: mitzijoh5674@gmail.com                                                          

Reminder: Daycare is now available during Thursday choir practice and the nursey is open Sunday mornings.  

Blue Christmas Worship—Sunday, November 30 @ 4:00pm 

   Thanksgiving Day often kicks off the holiday season with family gatherings that can be joyful, but many 
times they’re also stressful. These gatherings can bring up feelings of grief and loss when expectations meet a 
new reality. Maybe there’s been a divorce, or a job loss, or we’ve had a death in the family this past year and 
we’re faced with an empty chair at the table. If the month ahead has you feeling a little lost this year we invite 
you to try something different. 

   Blue Christmas services offer a gentle respite from cultural and perhaps even religious expectations of a 
"Merry Christmas."  Our Blue 
Christmas service offers comfort and 
hope, especially for those who have 
experienced significant loss dealing 
with difficult situations in their lives. 

   If you or someone you know is 
struggling with the holidays this year, 
please consider coming.  There will 
be communion as well as symbolic 
ways of remembering those we miss 
at this time.  This afternoon is open to 
anyone in our community that would 
like an alternative to the cheerful 
expectations that often accompany the 
Christmas season. 
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Church Updates 

The Center 

October stats for The Center are pictured on the right. In September, 
Pennie Kellenberger announced that there was a $70,000 shortfall in 
planned income for The Center in 2025. She shared this fact at her fall 
fundraiser and with the church in the following weeks. The Center board 
is pleased to report that the shortage has been reduced to under $25,000 
by many gifts both big and small.  
 

Friendly Thrift News 
Items that can help out Friendly Thrift this month would be children’s 
clothes, coats and blankets. Serving the Quad City community since 
1970 and staffed completely by volunteers, the Friendly Thrift Center 
sells donated new and used clothing and household goods at very 
affordable prices to persons of need in the community. In addition to 
goods sold at reasonable prices, items are given without charge to 
individuals and families who are unable to pay even nominal charges as 
vouched by other agencies. The organization is self-supporting and any 
funds remaining after operating expenses are distributed by grants to 
other non-profit social services agencies serving the Quad City community. They are always looking for 
volunteers to receive, sort and sell merchandise. To learn more about volunteering call (563) 324-2235  
 
 
 

Food Pantry 

WOW! I am overjoyed. God is good and so are the people of St. John’s. We have received 1,066 items and we 
still have another week. You, the people of St. John’s, always come through at a time when food is needed. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. God is good. October monetary donations were $3,355. God was 
good to St. John’s again. WOW! Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and Blessed Thanksgiving. 

-Sharon Imming 
 

UWF (United Women in Faith) 
 

The Children & Family Christmas Bazaar committee are asking for Baskets for the silent auction. If you have 
something you would like to put together, it will be greatly appreciated. They will put a minimum bid sheet 
and they will be located in the parlor. They will be taken upstairs for Jesus country and left there for Sunday 
after church. Check your schedules for the December circle meetings. There are several other thing coming up 
that need volunteers. Share your talents and gifts.-Linda Jantz 
 

Children & Family Christmas Bazaar 
 
Join us December 6, 2025, at St. John’s Fellowship Hall for the 
Children and Family Christmas Bazaar 

So many things have changed over the years, but the great thing about 
the upcoming Bazaar is we have kept the great things about the 
Children’s Bazaar and added a new twist to make it even better. We have 
changed the hours from 9:00 to 12:00 to 10:00 to 2:00pm. Our focus as 
always is the kids, but we want children and their adults to be able to 
shop as well. Will there be cookies? Of course. Caffeine for adults? You 
betcha. Great prices? Of course. Will volunteers be wrapping the gifts? 
Just like they do at Von Maur. There will be people available to assist 
children and others if needed.  

Check out our promo video on YouTube! . -Jamie Krueger 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

109 E. 14th St. | Davenport, IA 52803 
(563) 324-5278 

 

Church office hours: 
9AM-2PM, M-F 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
Senior Pastor 
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Megan Keller 
Director of Christian Education 
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Jenny Eckhardt 
Director of Communications 
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Mitzi Harris  
Organist/Chancel Bells Director 
mitzijoh5674@gmail.com 
 

Gail McRill 
Accompanist, Classic Worship Service 
 

Steven Ernst 
Jesus Country Worship Leader 
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com 
 

Zachary Johnson 
Contemporary Worship Leader 
contemporaryworshipleader@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Linda Kern 
Finance Manager 
finance@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Leo Korth 
Director of Building Maintenance  
superintendent@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Now Hiring 
Office Assistant –part time 
 

Melissa Carpenter 
Audio Visual Tech 
Mediateam@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport 

Instagram: instagram.com/stjohnsumcdav 

Twitter: @sjumcdav 

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav 
 

Worship Schedule 
Saturday at 5:30pm   

Sundays at 9am and 11am 

(simulcast on YouTube channel) 

The following is a summary of the church’s financial position as of 
October, 2025.  The year-to-date cash receipts and disbursements 
compared to the budget are as follows: 

             
                                                        Actual          Budget 
                                                   Year-To-Date      Year-To-Date 
Cash Receipts         711,939      691,615 
Cash Disbursements         660,780      697,325 
Receipts in Excess of (Less Than) 
       Disbursements           51,159        (5,710) 
 
 

As of November 17th, our 2026 estimate of giving campaign has 
received 106 Estimate of Giving Cards for a total of $535,375.  
Compared to 2025 that is about 84% of the total number of pledges 
received last year. Not all amounts in the expense budget have been 
finalized as of this report since certain work areas have not yet 
determined the cost of all their anticipated expenses and projects for 
2026.Updates will be provided as information is finalized.   
 
We want to thank all of you who have already carefully considered 
your estimate of giving for next year and have turned in your pledge 
cards. If you haven’t submitted your pledge card yet, you can still do 
so. There are pledge cards in the church office if your card has been 
misplaced. You can bring it to church on Sunday, mail it to the church 
office, or you can make your pledge on the church website. To make 
an online pledge, go to https://www.stjohnsumcdav.org, find the top 
button under ONLINE GIVING that says “2026 Estimate of Giving”, 
click on it and follow the instructions on the screen.   
 
Karen Weimer, Treasurer 
 

https://www.stjohnsumcdav.org/

