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DECEMBER 2022 

Advent Sermon Series 
“The Wonder of Christmas” 
November 27: The Wonder of a Star 

December 4: The Wonder of His Name (Communion)  

December 11: The Wonder of a Manger 

December 18: The Wonder of a Promise 

December 24: The Wonder of God’s Love 

December 25:  The Wonder of Christmas 
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Pastor’s Reflections: Are you having a hard time this season? 

In 1929, the Great Depression was so bad, a group of ministers in Bos-
ton just about cancelled Thanksgiving. Back during the dark days of 
1929, a group of ministers in the Northeast, all friends from seminary, 
gathered to discuss how they should conduct their Thanksgiving Sun-
day services. Things were about as bad as they could get, with no sign 
of relief. The bread lines were depressingly long, the stock market had 
plummeted, and the term Great Depression seemed an apt description 
for the mood of the country. The ministers thought they should only 
lightly touch upon the subject Thanksgiving in deference to the human 
misery all about them. After all, what was there to be thankful for?  But 
one pastor, the preacher for a large congregation in the city rallied the 

group. This was not the time, he suggested, to give mere passing mention to Thanksgiving, just the op-
posite was needed. This was the time for the nation to get matters in perspective and thank God for 
blessings always present, but perhaps suppressed due to intense hardship. I suggest to you the ministers 
struck upon something. The most intense moments of thankfulness are not found in times of plenty. The 
Bible challenge’s us to give thanks when blessed and when blue! 

Think of the Pilgrims that first Thanksgiving. (the American tradition of thanksgiving was born in adversity, 
not ease!). Half their number dead, men without a country, but still there was thanksgiving to God. Their 
gratitude was not for something but in Someone. It was that same sense of gratitude that led Abraham 
Lincoln to formally establish the first Thanksgiving Day in the midst of national civil war, when the butch-
er’s list of casualties seemed to have no end and the very nation struggled for survival. But the president 
saw that the reminder of a holiday centered on thanksgiving would help to carry people through the 
coming trials and tests…as it does for us today in our own times of testing and trial.   

Perhaps in your own life, right now, you are feeling intense hardship. You are experiencing your own per-
sonal Great Depression. Thankfulness is a matter of perspective. Thankfulness also gives us new per-
spective!! It takes a renewed attitude to notice God’s blessings perhaps shrouded by times of difficulty. 

With a heart centered on God,  

 Pastor Jeff Dadisman 

ADVENT STUDY—Christmas story, or Advent, is more 
than a sentimental myth or a quiet manger scene we use 
to decorate our living rooms. The Christmas story is the 
good news of God entering into our darkness. Join J.D. 
Greear in this four-session series as he takes a deeper 
look at Jesus as Emmanuel, our Wonderful Counselor, the 
Everlasting Father, and the great I Am. When you know 
Jesus, you will realize Christmas is more than a nice sto-
ry—the arrival of Jesus changes everything.   

Beginning November 30, for 4 weeks. RSVP to the church office. 

Wednesdays @ 1:00 or 7:00 (Zoom or in person) 

Join us for worship on Christmas Eve! 
1, 7, and 10:00 PM 
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St. John’s  Christian Education and Youth Programs  December 2022 

 

Be the change and pass it on! 

Winter Weather Policy 
Please note we follow the Davenport 
Schools weather closure decisions.  

If there is to be a program or meeting 
and the schools are closed due to 
weather, we also have to cancel.  

We will send a text or phone call                     
communication but if you see that the 
schools are closed, we most likely are 

too.  

Feel free to call or text if you are un-
sure, and as always please use your 

own discretion if it is safe to travel… your 
safety comes first!  

 

Christmas Specials for the SJUMC Children and Youth... 
Upcoming Dates to get in the calendar for Christmas at St. John’s include:  

 

December 1 - Youth Dress Rehearsal for the Christmas Program @6:30pm  

December 3 - Children’s Bazaar @9am & Kid’s Program Dress Rehearsal @10:30am 

December 4 - Angel Breakfast @10am  

December 4 - Christmas Program @4pm 

December 10 & 11 - Nativity Pieces  distributed @ all worship services  

December 22 - Family Caroling @5pm 

December 21 - Wednesday Kids & Youth Family Christmas Dinner @ 5:30pm 

December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship @1pm, 7pm (Family Service), 10pm 

 

SJUMC Kid’s & Youth 
Learning Opportunities   

 
Sunday Learning Hour for all Ages. Sunday 
School meets on Sunday mornings 10am-
10:45am directly following fellowship time with 
donuts and juice. This time is filled with Bible 
stories, connecting  activities, and music time. 
Classes are located in the “Kids & Youth 
Zone” left hallway of the lower level.                         

 
Kid’s Bible Club 4:30pm-5:30pm with the 
family meal at 5:15pm.  This time includes 
games,  Bible lesson, and activity. Rides pro-
vided if needed.  Pick ups 3p-4p and drop offs 
5:45pm-6:15 
 
 
“The Edge” Youth Group meets   Wednesdays 
from 5:30pm-7:30pm. This time includes a 
meal, large group activity, message, and small 
group discussions. Rides provided if needed. 
Pick ups 5:15pm-6:00pm and drop offs 7:30pm-
8:30pm   
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The St. John's Foundation is accepting grant requests for the 2023 calen-
dar year. We invite all St. John's Church and The Center committees and 
staff members to submit grant requests which meet the following crite-
ria. Grant requests will be considered for building improvements, equip-
ment purchases, one-time projects, or seed money to initiate new pro-
grams. Grant request forms are located in the church office and are avail-
able electronically from the church office. The submission deadline for 
completed grant request forms is December 9, 2022. Questions may also 
be addressed to Molly Giese. 

 

Celebrate Advent and Christmas at St. John’s 
Saturday, December 3, 9AM to Noon: Children’s Bazaar by United Women in Faith 
Sunday, December 4 at 10AM: Angel Breakfast 
Sunday, December 4 at 4PM: St. John’s Christmas Music Program 
Friday, December 9 at 7PM: River Bend Bronze 
Saturday, December 10 at 2PM: River Bend Bronze 
Saturday, December 10: Christmas Dinner at The Center 
Saturday, December 10 and Sunday, December 11: Nativity Pieces will be given to children in 

all services 
Friday, December 16 at 7PM: Cool Yule with Ray Wierson 
Sunday, December 18 at 4PM: Blue Christmas worship 
Thursday, December 22, 5-7:30PM: Family Caroling 
Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Worship at 1PM, 7PM and 10PM 
Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day worship at 9AM (single service) 

ORGAN RESTORATION PROJECT: It is time for us as a congregation to invest in the 
future as our forebears invested when they installed the organ. We have an asset 
valued at $1.3 million, which needs major improvements to protect its value and en-
sure the organ continues to provide beautiful music to accompany the choir and the 
congregation.  
 

Here are a few details we want to share as this project is introduced: 
 

• Discussion of this project has been in process for the last 10 months, the first invi-
tation to give to the organ repair was the Easter special offering in 2022. The task 
force has secured the needed cost estimates to move forward at this time. 

• Our Möller organ was purchased and installed in 1960 
• It has 3 manuals, 33 ranks and 2,640 pipes 
• Although significant maintenance issues have been deferred until now, our organ is in very good condition for 

its age. 
• Fabry (Pipe Organs) Inc. has been selected to start on the needed work in 2023.  Fabry Inc. was the company 

that installed the current organ in 1960. 
• The cost for this phase of work is estimated at $120,000 
• Since the Easter special offering last spring, the organ fund has received $25,768 
  

We hope to raise the required funds within 90 days so please give thought and prayer to your individual response 
to this project.     
                                       

Thank you for your consideration, 
 

The Organ Task Force 
Mark Tisinger, Bill Otten, Marilyn Lihs, Cristian Carlton, Mitzi Harris, Pastor Jeff, Norlan Hinke, Alison Henry 
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Lit Lit offering (December 3-4) The first weekend of December, we have an opportunity to give to the Lit-Lit pro-
gram, an educational program in Nigeria's rural areas for adults who have never been able to attend school. The 
people learn to read and write in Hausa in an 8-week course of study. The teaching kit includes index cards, pen-
cils, a chalkboard, and a Hausa Bible -- $8.00 for the Bible and $11.00 for the whole kit.  It is a real help and opens a 
whole new world to the people in Nigeria. Pray about your gift. You may want to give a kit yourself or help give 40 
kits totaling $440. Mark your check or envelope,  ”Lit Lit Kits."  Thank you very much! 
 
Winter Kits: Change the World Team is currently collecting items for winter kits thru the end of December. There is 
a box by the elevator for donations. Distribution will occur in January or February. Date to be determined. (Winter kit 
Items: hand/foot warmers, cough drops, small hand lotions/cream, gallon-size Ziploc bags, hand sanitizer, masks, 
hats/ear muffs, gloves, scarves, socks, bus tokens, lip balm.) 
 
Ingathering Update: Don and Michelle Buser delivered the Ingathering kits to Mt Pleasant the first weekend of No-
vember. We had 56 school kits, 30 hygiene kits, 15 baby sweaters & 19 baby gowns. The baby things are from 
Change the World Sunday. Our total in-kind donation was $1296.20. 
 
Friendly Thrift Center: Now open on Mondays too! They are always in need of volunteer cashiers and helpers.  
 

Karen Fordyce, volunteer at the Friendly Thrift Center, writes:  
 

We have been very busy and filled many vouchers for those in need. We still need boys and girls winter tops and pants, 
and adult backpacks for our voucher clients. Many of the homeless carry everything they own in a backpack. If you 
travel, we would gladly accept your hotel shampoo, lotion, conditioner and soaps. 
 

We are trying to meet the hygiene needs of those in need. We need deodorant, soaps, shampoo/conditioners, tooth-
paste and toothbrushes. 
 

Thank you very much for the support you have given to the Friendly Thrift Center.  
 
Café on Vine: We need volunteers who can help for 2 hours (2 pm-4 pm) every second Sunday, for January and 
February of 2023. If you are willing to help, please sign up. A sign-up sheet is in the church office. If you have any 
questions, please get in touch with Pastor Jae or Jan Johnson (the Coordinator for Café on Vine)  
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Thanksgiving is over and now 
on to Christmas.  Hope your hol-
idays will be full of fun, family 
and love.  

Food collected for October was 
161 items. Money contributions 
were $582. 

Our Thanksgiving Reverse Offer-
ing brought in 746 items. I know the people who re-
ceived the food were very grateful this Thanksgiving. 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, we will be doing 
a canned goods tree this year. The tree will be located 
at the Perry Street entrance. Bring any canned goods 
during the month of December and place it by the 
tree. One item that I am aware the pantry needs is 
canned fruit. 

A drive-through food pantry collection has been ap-
proved starting Thursday, December 8, 9:30-10:30 
pm  and 3:00-4:00 pm. Just drive up to the Perry Street 
door and the nice gentlemen will unload your car. This 
will continue on the second Thursday of each month, 
weather permitting.  

Again, thanks to all who donate in some way to the 
Food Pantry. We do have a lot of people who are 
thankful they can participate in getting food. 

I will have total for the 2022 year in the January 2023 
Tidings. I wish each and everyone a VERY BLESSED 
HOLIDAY.  May the Lord be with you. 

by Sharon Imming 

 
December and music go hand-in hand. Handbells will be 
playing in worship each Sunday and the choir will be 
leading hymns and singing anthems. 
 

The Advent music program "COME!" will be December 4 
@ 4:00. Chancel Bells, Chancel Choir, Sunday School 
Children's choir, Confirmation+ and St. John's HS students 
will all be sharing through music and scripture. The North 
Scott Singers will be joining us for a couple of special 
pieces. Please come! 
 

River Bend Bronze will have their annual concert at St. 
John's on Friday, December 9 @ 7:00 and Saturday De-
cember 10 @  2:00.  St. John's bells will join them for a 
special piece. 
 

Family Caroling with the Choir will be Thursday Decem-
ber 22 @ 5:30, beginning at Ridgecrest (meet at 5:00 at St. 
John's if you want a ride). 
 

Christmas Eve services will each contain special music 
with the 10:00 p.m. ending our day of celebration with 
leadership from Chancel Bells and Choir. We hope you 
can find time to come in person. 
 

Finally, come bring in Christmas morning with us at 
9:00. How special to greet our church friends on this spe-
cial day of days. 
 

Look in this TIDINGS and mailings for info about the or-
gan. The time has come to give the organ some love. 62 
years of inspiring leadership, means it is ready for some 
up-dating so that it can continue doing what it does best: 
lead worship. The organ task force has been doing an 
outstanding job as the time nears. 
 

God bless, 

 Mitzi Harris 

The Children’s Bazaar is back on December 3! We are 
still in need of “elves” to help the children shop and 
helpers in the wrapping area. Please call Linda Jantz at 
(563) 271-9954 if you are able to help. It’s lots of fun 
and a great outreach to our neighbors and our church 
family. We are also still taking donations; especially 
needed are items for teens and men. Take your dona-
tions to the church office and we will pick them up 
there. Hope to see many of you there. The bazaar is 
from 9:00-12:00 and all helpers are to meet in the 
Wesley Room at 8:45 AM. 

United Women in Faith: 

Deborah circle will meet at the home of Betty Stone 
on December 20  at 2:00. Dorcas, check with your 
leader to see where you are meeting on the 
20th. Joanna is meeting  at the home of Jo Lawson  on 
December 20 at 2:00 and they are responsible for dia-
pers and DVAP. Priscilla is meeting at 2:00 on Decem-
ber 21 at 2:00 at church. 
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ST. JOHN’S UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

109 E. 14th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52803 

 
Church office hours: 

9AM-2PM, M-F 
Appointments are encouraged 
After 2PM by appointment only 

 

Church office phone:  
(563) 324-5278 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
Senior Pastor 
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Rev. Jaeseong Lee 
Associate Pastor 
jaeseonglee@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Steven Ernst 
Jesus Country Worship Leader 
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com 
 

Megan Keller 
Director of Christian Education 
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Mitzi Harris  
Organist/Chancel Bells Director 
mitzijoh@aol.com 
 

Joel Wise 
Contemporary Worship Leader 
ContemporaryWorshipLeader@stjohnsumcdav.org  
 

Don Sprosty 
Financial Secretary 
dons@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Lynda Notter 
Communications Director 
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Carolyn Rancier 
Receptionist 
carolyn@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Mark Beauchamp 
Building Superintendent 
markb@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org 

E-mail: officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport 

Twitter: @sjumcdav 

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav 

Podcast: https://anchor.fm/stjohnsumcdav 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

5:30PM Saturday Jesus Country in Fellowship Hall 
9:00AM Sunday on WOC 1420 AM radio  

(previous week’s sermon) 
9:00AM Sunday Classic Worship in the Sanctuary   
 (simulcast online on YouTube and our website) 
11:00 AM Sunday Contemporary Worship in the Sanctuary   
 (simulcast online on YouTube and our website) 

Financial Update 
by Karen Weimer, Church Treasurer 

STEWARDSHIP DRIVE UPDATE: 
Our pledge campaign for 2023 is now in process.  After 3 weeks we have 
received about $591,366 in pledges.  If you haven’t yet turned in your 
pledge card, you can still do so. You can bring it to church on Sunday, 
mail it to the church, or you can make your pledge on the church website. 
To make an online pledge, go to our website, scroll down to the button 
that says “2023 Estimate of Giving”, click on it and follow the instructions 
on the screen.   
 

YOUR YEAR END GIVING NEEDS TO BE RECEIVED IN THE CHURCH OF-
FICE BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30, IN ORDER TO BE RECORDED AS 2022 
GIVING. 
 

END OF YEAR GIVING OPPORTUNITY: 
If you are 70½ years old and have an IRA account, all or part of your 
“required minimum distribution” can be directed as a charitable contribu-
tion to St. John’s United Methodist Church. When your distribution goes 
directly to a charity of your choice, it does not count as taxable income 
AND 100% of the withdrawal goes to the charity.  
 

Again, we are most grateful for your ongoing commitment to the mission 
and ministry of St. John’s UMC in the Quad-city area. Your gifts help us 
SHARE THE LOVE of Jesus in this congregation, in our community, in our 
state, and all around the world. 


