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April 2026 Pastor’s Page : Joining the adventure of FAITH  
 
  One segment of the current sermon series that has generated the most reflection 
and feedback from our study on Simon Peter has been the second Sunday when 
Peter told Jesus, “If it’s really you, command me to walk on the water.” And Jesus 
said, “Come.” And Peter got out of the boat… 

   How is God challenging you to “get out of your boat?” I think that comes as a 
spiritual challenge when God nudges us to take a step out of our comfort zone; to 
do something new; to try a faith venture that includes some risk. We have a couple 
groups going on a mission trip this summer. I think that’s a great way to challenge 
yourself to do something new. 

    The youth group is going to serve on a “mission camp” instead of summer camp. 
There is the Midwest Mission Trip in August on which adults can join in service. I 
have personally committed to go on a dental mission trip to Guatemala with my daughter and wife in July. 
How will you challenge yourself this spring? God is calling you to get out of your boat—what will you do? 

I love being your pastor! 

Pastor Jeff Dadisman 
 

 Family Matters—a path to reconciliation and healing 

We paused Joseph’s story the Sunday before Lent began. He had experienced an amazing reversal from prison 
to palace in a single day. He was living into his new role as Prime Minister of the land of Egypt, getting used 
to a new wife and children, new freedom from the pain of the past. Joseph knew where to find his family but 
chose not to contact them. He kept his family secrets a secret. He decided to leave his past in the past. But 
God had other plans. The healing of the heart often involves healing of the past. So God used a drought to 
shake things up and set in motion a plan for reconciliation & healing. 

4/12                    Family scandals 

4/19                    Family scoundrels 

4/26                    Family forgiveness 

 

Special Note: 
Thank you to 
all of our Easter 
flower sponsors 
and Pastor fund 
donations this 
season. Not 
only will the 
altar look 
beautiful for 
Easter but we 
are able to 
assist our 
community 
with urgent 
needs when 
they arise from 
the Pastor’s 
fund.  
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St. John’s  Christian Education and Youth Programs  April 2026 

 

Be the change and pass it on! 

 

Many Blessings! 

Megan Keller,  

Director of  Christian Education  

and Youth Programs.   

megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 

2026 Graduates... 

Are you graduating from High School in 
2026, intending to further your education, 
and an active member of  St. John's 
UMC?               

Then now is the time to apply for a                                                    
$500 St. John's  Scholarship!  

Ask Megan for an application.  

The application which includes writing an 
essay and obtaining 2 letters of                                        
recommendation is due in the church 
office on Palm Sunday, March 29. 2026. 



 

Page 4 

 



 

Page 5 

Mission Report –March 2026 

Mission Offering Report 

Kids Against Hunger --$932 (March offering added to the $570 given in January) 

Teach Beyond: Paul & Lucy Beatty -- $1,510 

UMCOR offering -- $677 

Thank you for your generous giving! 
 

Upcoming Mission Offerings: 

April 4-5--Easter Offering—Miracle Sunday  

Our offering this year will go to support theological education in Africa, Europe, and the Philippines. Your 
gifts will help to establish an endowment for the support of 500 annual scholarships for international clergy 
around the world. 
 

April 18-19--Native American Ministries Sunday 

Native American Ministries Sunday is one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings of The United 
Methodist Church. Native American Ministries Sunday serves to remind United Methodists of the gifts and 
contributions made by Native Americans to our society. The special offering supports Native American 
outreach within annual conferences and across the United States and provides seminary scholarships for 
Native Americans. 
 

Mission Highlights 
 
Food Pantry: I don’t know about you but I am tired of winter. Hopefully no more 
snow. March food items collected was 199 items. Monetary  donations for February 
was $1,250. It is always nice to hear when the Food Pantry is pretty well stocked. 
BUT…. there is always something they can use. They have asked for cake/brownie 
mixes, can frosting, SMALL bags of flour and sugar, spaghetti O’s, pudding and 
snacks for the snack bags. Again, thank you for your donations of food or monetary 
whether it is one can or $1.– Sharon Imming 
 

Café On Vine: St. John’s prepares meals on the second Sunday of each month, from 2pm to 4pm. If you 
wish to help in coming months you can sign up on the church website. 
 

Blessing Box Drive: The January donations have been delivered but the drive by drop off event is yet to 
come; Monday, April 27 from 9-5 @KWQC. We will need 6 volunteers at the station from 1-3pm. Let 
Pastor Jeff know if you can volunteer. 
 

Midwest Mission Summer Mission Trip: This is a 
great opportunity to serve! Contact Norlan Hinke for 
more information at (563) 219-5020. You can now 
RSVP for the trip on the St. John’s website at the 
bottom of the HOME page (ww.stjohnsumcdav.org). 
 

Examples of previous tasks on volunteer day include: 
Bike Shop, Desk Shop, Poly Shop, Sewing Shop, 
Sewing Machine, Repair Shop, Cleaning, Campus 
Improvements, Inventory counts, Prep Sewing Items, 
Prep Birthing Kits, Prep Layette Kits, Prep Student 
Kits, and prep UMCOR Cleaning Kits. 
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Happy SPRING! Holy Week is here!   

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 6:30 pm: Bells will lead off worship, with John Klopp playing 
Trombone; AND the First Baptist Choir will join our choir during the worship service; Good 
Friday, April 3 @ 6:30 pm, The Chancel Choir and special guest instrumentalists will present 
a cantata based on Peter's reflections: You are the Christ!  We have invited Rev. Ron Carlson 
to  come back to St. John's to be Peter for the cantata. We invite all of you to come!  

AND FINALLY: 

Glorious Easter morning will bring more  special music: bells/brass/organ/choir, all leading worship, 
filling our hearts with joyful praise! AGAIN: COME! 

After Holy week, we have another big invite to you! Come sing, (at 9 or 11); play bells (even get  free 

lessons to learn to play bells); play with the brass (even if it is not quite a brass instrument  ьб Teach the 

children your favorite camp songs you grew up with, or other songs you remember from your youth, (for 15 
min. each Sunday after 1st service). 
 

Life is short! Share your love of music with others. We are here for you. Please join us in any of these music 
opportunities, or be creative and feel free to offer another music idea! 

God Bless-Mitzi Harris                                                                          Contact: mitzijoh5674@gmail.com  

Note: Daycare is available for Thursday night choir practice and on Sunday mornings. 

 

The Center Update: Nothing Happens “Out of Nowhere” 
By: Pennie Kellenberger 
 

It was one of those thunderstorm-filled nights. I lay awake, my mind racing through 
everything waiting for me the next day, wondering why sleep wouldn’t come. Then 
suddenly, a crash of thunder broke through the silence, followed by a flash of 
lightning. Startled, I remember thinking, God, that came out of nowhere. What are 
You doing? But ministry has taught me something different. What feels like “out of 
nowhere” is often something long in the making. We see that truth lived out here 
every single day.  
 

For nearly a decade, we have walked alongside a man named Derek. The journey hasn’t been easy. He is 
intelligent and well-educated, but like many we serve, he has struggled with substance use. There were 
seasons when he was confrontational, and we never quite knew what version of him would walk through our 
doors. Still, we remained. We met him with truth, grace, and compassion—even when it wasn’t received. 
Even when it was resisted. Because real change rarely happens on our timeline, and it doesn’t always look 
like progress in the moment. Recently, Derek made the decision to enter a long-term rehabilitation program. 
Before leaving, he wrote a personal note to each member of our team. He thanked us. He told us we had 
changed his life—and even saved it. 
 

After years of tension, that kind of breakthrough can feel sudden. But it wasn’t. It was built over time—
through consistency, patience, and faithful presence. Sometimes transformation is happening beneath the 
surface long before we ever see it. And sometimes, we are given the gift of seeing it unfold right in front of 
us. Many of you know that Vera French Mental Health Center has offices within our building. Their presence 
has been steady, quiet, and deeply impactful. For more updates visit: www.thecenterdavenport.com 
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Church Updates 

 

Friendly Thrift News 
 

We have received a request for donations in the following areas; men's jeans, women’s jeans (size 12 and up) 
and kid’s clothing (particularly boys). If you come across these items while spring cleaning they would go to a 
good cause as Friendly Thrift gave out over 1500 vouchers in 2025. If you are looking for an opportunity to 
serve they are always needing helpers as the thrift store is an all volunteer staff. They are open everyday from 
9am-12pm but (Closed Sun, Tues). 

 

UWF (United Women in Faith) 
 

On April 18, the southeast District is having our Day Apart 
at Musserville in Muscatine. It’s an all day meeting and we 
have a good speaker coming to share with us. Highlights 
from the trip that was taken last November down south will 
also be shared. It should be an interesting day. We will 
probably carpool from the church between 8-8:30am and 
be home about 3-3:30pm. Lunch will be $10 and if you 
would like to go just let Cathy Litwinow know and we will 
make arrangements to travel together.  

- Linda Jantz 
 

It’s back! Mark your calendars for April 26th at 3pm. We are having the Spring Fling with the Celebration 
Band in Fellowship Hall. Come and enjoy the music, hors devores, and deserts! Tickets will be on sale in the 
Welcome Center Sunday, April 12th and Sunday, April 19th for $15 or you can also buy them at the door. We 
hope to see you there. 
 

Children & Family Christmas Bazaar Committee 

Got your shorts out? Tired of your stuff? If you are spring cleaning and have anything in new or gently used 
condition the Children and Family Christmas Bazaar is just the place for your treasures. We are always 
looking for things for men and boys. Remember from your own shopping how hard those items are to find. 
Ready to get involved? Need a new activity? In person meetings will be starting soon. All ideas are valuable, 
tell us your vision for the 2026 Bazaar. Contact Megan at the Church or Jamie Kreuger at (563) 349 4067. 
 

Threads of Love 

Volunteers needed– any helpers who would like to knit, crochet or sew prayer shawls we could use your help. 
Please contact Mary Masterson at (563) 320-1499. The last year and a half the church has partnered with 
Friends to the Elderly to distribute these to those in need of comfort. They pick up twice a year. 
 

Opportunity: Sunday Volunteers 

If you are able to be an alternate usher or greeter on Sundays if someone is sick or out of town please, let the 
office know (563) 324-5278. We are in need of a few more helpers for these occasions. 
 

Easter Flowers Sponsors 

The deadline for Easter flower sponsors and Pastor Fund is Monday, March 30th. You can sign up on 
the church website under the Lent landing page or by calling the church office. You can also donate to the 
Pastor fund as an alternative option for Easter. Checks can be dropped off, mailed to the church office, or you 
can pay online at the website under donate now, pick other and note “easter flower or pastor fund”. Be aware 
it is a two step process as payments are not always seen right away. Please give the office a courtesy call if 
you submit an online payment. Thank you in advance. 
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ST. JOHNǴS UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Church office hours: 
9AM-2PM, M-F 
(563) 324-5278 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
Senior Pastor 
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Megan Keller 
Director of Christian Education 
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Jenny Eckhardt 
Director of Communications 
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Mitzi Harris  
Organist/Chancel Bells Director 
mitzijoh5674@gmail.com 
 

Gail McRill 
Accompanist, Classic Worship Service 
 

Steven Ernst 
Jesus Country Worship Leader 
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com 
 

Zachary Johnson 
Contemporary Worship Leader 
contemporaryworshipleader@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Linda Kern 
Finance Manager 
finance@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Leo Korth 
Director of Building Maintenance  
superintendent@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Keegan Walker 
Office Assistant 
officeassistant@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Emily McKittrick-Clingman 
Office Assistant/ Student Ministry Assistant 
studentministries@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Melissa Carpenter 
Audio Visual Tech 
Mediateam@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport 

Instagram: instagram.com/stjohnsumcdav 

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav 

 

Worship Schedule  
Saturday at 5:30pm , Sundays at 9am and 
11am, Sundays at 9:00 on WOC 1420am 

 
The following is a summary of the church’s financial position as of 
February 28, 2026. The year-to-date cash receipts and disbursements 
compared to the budget are as follows: 
   
                     Actual                Budget 
         Year-To-Date            Year-To-Date 
Cash Receipts            280,887    327,719          
Cash Disbursements   142,124    139,495 
Receipts in Excess of (Less Than) 
Disbursements             138,763     188,224 
 

A major contribution was received in February resulting in a large 
“Receipts in Excess of Disbursements”. 
 

Karen Weimer, Treasurer 

 


