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Thoughts from the Pastor-Tribute to my father 
 
 My dad died on July 23, just a few days after Danielle, Susan & I returned from our 
mission trip to Guatemala. We knew he was declining so I am most grateful he didn’t 
pass while we were gone. My dad made it to 90 years old this year. 
 
 My parents have worshipped at St. John’s every week since we began streaming our 
worship during COVID. For the first time in my ministry, they got to be a part of my 
church worship each week. Most of you didn’t notice them, but the crew in the balcony 
would get a “Good morning! This is Pastor Jeff’s mom!” in the side bar chat on our 
YouTube channel each week. 
 

 My dad has had a big influence in my life. He was a life-long farmer and gave me the blessing on growing up 
on a small Iowa farm in the middle of Iowa. In 1970 he had a chance to buy his dream acreage a mile from 
where he grew up. A month before I moved to St. John’s my brother and I did the hard move of bringing our 
parents to West Des Moines and selling the farm house and buildings. 
 
Growing up on a farm, my dad gave me a strong work ethic. He also 
made work fun…he would goad my brother and I into having a 
manure pitching contest on Saturday mornings. “Who can pitch it the 
furthest?” was a pretty common game. Dad had the grandkids help 
bale hay, shuck sweet corn, and let them work with him as you can 
see in the picture at the right. I learned how to fix things and use 
most shop tools from my experience on the farm.  
 
My dad was also an example of faith. He served his church in many 
ways: as usher, church treasurer, and helper on many renovation 
projects over the years. He was married to my mom for 67 years. He 
was steadfast, and humble, and always there; and now we give him 
into the hands of God for the next step of his journey that the Bible 
calls “eternal life.” Good bye Dad, I love you! 
 

 I love being your pastor! 

Pastor Jeff Dadisman 
 

P.S: Danielle will be sharing about the Guatemala Dental mission trip in worship the weekend of August 8-
9th. 
 

Sermons Series: Exploring the Nature of God 

     This summer we’re exploring the nature of God through the names of God. The Old Testament takes the 
reader on a journey that progresses deeper and deeper into “who God is” through each encounter between the 
Hebrews and God. Many times that revelation came in the midst of crisis and God’s response to human need. 
We have such names as: Yahweh, Jehovah, Elohim, El Shaddai…with each title revealing a new aspect of 
God’s character and covenant. 

Aug. 2—   El Elyon: The God Most High   

Aug. 9 —  Elohim/Adonai: The God is My Master 

Aug. 16—Jehovah Nissi: The Lord is My Banner 

Aug. 23—Jehovah Jireh: The Lord Will Provide 

Aug. 30—Jehovah Raah: The Lord My Sheppard          
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August 2026 St. John’s  Christian Education and Youth Programs  

Be the change and pass it on! 

 

FALL PROGRAMS ARE 
FAST APPROACHING & 
WE NEED YOU! 
 

Needed: Sunday School 
Teachers, Wednesday Kids 
and  Youth Leaders, and 
Wednesday Meal Providers.   

For questions or details 
about ways you can get  
involved in our Children, 
Youth, and  Family 
Ministries, email 
megank@stjohnsusumcdav.org 

Many Blessings! 
 

Megan Keller,  
Director of  Christian                   
Education and Youth                   

Programs.   
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
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Mission Report –July 2026 

Mission Offering Report 

Reverse Offering for Ingathering (Returning to Welcome Center Drawer) 

Center Lunch Fund $3.875 

Center A/C Replacement $1,100 

Thank you for your generous giving! 
 

Upcoming Mission Offerings 
 

August 2: Self Help International 
 

Mission Highlights 
 

Café On Vine: St. John’s prepares meals on the 
second Sunday of each month, from 2pm to 4pm. 
If you wish to help in coming months you can 
sign up on the church website or contact Jan 
Johnson at johnsongrandma98@gmail.com 

(July volunteers pictured to the right) 
 

Midwest Mission Trip: 

August 11 is the deadline to register for the Midwest Mission 
summer service trip; our group will be going to Jefferson, Iowa on 
Aug. 24-26. Cindy and Norlan Hinke will be coordinating the trip.  

Some details from Norlan-The emphasis with the mission 
program at present is to provide needed amenities to people in 
Venezuela suffering from the earthquake. There are various types of projects to work on, so 

that any level of mobility or work skill can actively participate. The only cost to the 
individual participate will be meals and overnight stay. We can eat at locals restaurants or 
buy food to cook at the local methodist church. There is a nice motel located near the 
mission that Cindy and I have stayed at or individuals can stay at the methodist church. The 
cost per night for the church is $15 person (see Norlan for more info). The motel costs $110 

a night. Midwest Missions is located 3 hrs and 
38 minutes from St. John’s. More details and 
general info will be available at the meeting on 

August 11th, 6pm at Pizza Ranch to make 
final decisions. We will be turning in our 

finalized roster to them afterwards. We hope you 
consider joining us. Thank you. Norlan  & 
Cindy Hinke   

Contact info: Norlan & Cindy (563) 219-5020  
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Thank you to all of our musicians offering special music during July. 

August will bring more special music in 9:00am worship each week. 

August 2nd: St. John's Women's choir will sing and John Klopp will also play Trombone. 

August 9th: The Lang/Tisinger Quartet will share special music. 

August 30th: a Woodwind Quintet w/ Barb Campagna on French Horn will share music. 

The 16th and 23rd are TBD.  Let me know if you would like to sing or play for worship. 

 

 

September brings us all together again. Rehearsals start Thursdays at Sept 10.   

Please consider putting this on your calendar to join us this fall.  

Watch for more details to come, or call the church!  

We would love to have new friends join us.  

 God Bless-Mitzi Harris                                                                          

 Contact: mitzijoh5674@gmail.com  
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Church Updates 

 

Friendly Thrift News 
 
Donations have been good, so the current needs are the usual: men's clothes, children's clothes, and bed 
pillows. They currently have an abundance of women's jeans, so the Thrift Center will soon be having a sale 
on women's jeans; check their Facebook page for the dates of this sale. The Thrift Center does NOT need any 
new donations of women's jeans before this sale begins. 

Also, the Thrift Center is current without air conditioning; so prayers that the AC is fixed soon would be 
appreciated. Side note: in the heat we recommend checking their Facebook page for closures until the AC is 
resolved. –Mission Committee 

 

UWF (United Women in Faith)  
 

Welcome to (a hot) August. Hope you are staying cool. We are 
still on summer break but we are needing volunteers to step up 
and support the Southeast District meeting on August 29th here 
at St. Johns. Please call Linda Jantz at (563) 271-9954, if you 
are able to help. The UM faith bible verse for August is: 
Matthew 21:22.  "If you have faith, you will receive whatever 
you pray for." The August World Thank Offering suggestion 
is...  Children are heading back to school. Put $.50 for every 
child you are blessed to have in your life.  
 
Thought for the day: When I say..."I am a Christian"  
I'm not shouting "I'm clean living"  
I'm whispering' "I was lost,  
Now I'm found and forgiven." -Maya Angelou 
 

Food Pantry 

Food pantry Collected for July was 224 items. We received a variety of items. Items requested by the food 
pantry are canned chili, canned pasta (spaghetti, ravioli and other canned pasta). You met my challenge from a 
year ago. We collected 96 items July 2025. Congratulations! Monetary donations for June was $335; total for 
year $2620. Stay cool!  Blessings-Sharon Imming 
 

Scholarship Committee 

Starting in 2013-2014, the St. Johns UMC Scholarship was 
established to offer up two $500 scholarships per year to 
persons graduating from high school and going to trade school 
or college. The 22nd scholarship was awarded in the Spring of 
2026. 

To receive the scholarship, a graduating senior needs to be an 
active member of St. John’s, write a 250-500 word essay on 
how St. John’s has helped them develop a belief in God and 
how that belief will help them going forth in life. This should 
include ideas on how the church could be more relevant to 
youth. They need to include two letters of recommendation. 

The scholarship was established to give students active in 
church a thank you for being an active part of the church. You 
will have opportunity to contribute to this scholarship fund on 
the weekend of September 5th and 6th, so that we can continue 
to recognize our active youth. 
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9AM-2PM, M-F 
(563) 324-5278 

 

 

Rev. Jeff Dadisman 
Senior Pastor 
revjeffdadisman@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Megan Keller 
Director of Christian Education 
megank@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Jenny Eckhardt 
Director of Communications 
officemanager@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Mitzi Harris  
Organist/Chancel Bells Director 
mitzijoh5674@gmail.com 
 

Gail McRill 
Accompanist, Classic Worship Service 
 

Steven Ernst 
Jesus Country Worship Leader 
stjohnsmusic@hotmail.com 
 

Zachary Johnson 
Contemporary Worship Leader 
contemporaryworshipleader@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Linda Kern 
Finance Manager 
finance@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Leo Korth 
Director of Building Maintenance  
superintendent@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Emily McKittrick-Clingman 
Office Assistant 
Officeassistant@stjohnsumcdav.org 

 

Emily McKittrick-Clingman 
Student Ministry Assistant 
studentministries@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

Melissa Carpenter 
Audio Visual Tech 
Mediateam@stjohnsumcdav.org 
 

On the web: www.stjohnsumcdav.org 

Facebook: facebook.com/stjohnsdavenport 

Instagram: instagram.com/stjohnsumcdav 

YouTube: youtube.com/StJohnsUMCDav 

 

Xpstijq %difevmf  
Saturday at 5:30pm , Sundays at 9am and 
11am, Sundays at 9:00 on WOC 1420am 

 

The following is a summary of the church’s General Fund 
financial position as of June 30, 2026. The year-to-date cash 
receipts and disbursements compared to the budget are as 
follows: 
                  Actual                  Budget 
           Year-To-Date           Year-To-Date 
 
Cash Receipts       464,847                505,351          
Cash Disbursements     401,135                421,068 
Receipts in Excess of (Less Than) 
Disbursements        63,712                    84,283 
 
Karen Weimer, Treasurer 

Listen to a 30min service from your car anytime on Spotify. Check it out. 


